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Vi ell, we � bm< to � a qurl�ly publication 

as o f  this is sue, Thank you �11 f o r  y o ur 
understmding on this matter, u the alternative 
would have meari my Iduct�ly ceuq production 
of Enqvizing due to other commilmens. 

1-:have lil<ewise appreciated the �ides, fealues, 
c�s, �vice md even criticism eke., so please 
keep it colllirlJ. lncideriilly, you c� �o reach me 
by f.1X (0749- 670663) md � compul�Jmodem 
owneES oul there, coli ad me u I' m � av�ble 
vu�·mm 

GI.u.::q at the compleled �es, il seems the first 
issue of 1992 hu more of a historical slanl than 
those previous. We cont� wilh P� 2 of Im 
CD\pbelr s excellent amlysis of David Wood's 
Cizcle of Chwzches, which is a lesson to u aiL No 
more will I idly reach for a pen and rule, when 
seel<:iJig to establish the atignmens of prehistoric 
sites, without cons� the ¥:curacy of the Ye!}' 
m.llerials I D\ wor� with. 

Doug W almsley tr�porls us back to the cbys of 
No� wilh a fuciNlq ¥:couri of our mcestou 
attitude to electricity and magnelism. The joke 
� his �icle wu not mine I hasten to cordinn.! 

I hope you coriinuc:. lo enjoy lhe v.uidy of 'shaH' 
in betw een. It is culled from anywhere and 
e:vesywhere, inclwling yourselves. 

Like the first c1&Ckoo, I U\ wailing for w�M=n and 
whee this years first crop circ� will appear. A& in 
ceriu:rie:s put, the circles surely will rel.um - but 
mirnas the efforts of Doug md DaY� I predict that 
e:veris surrounding the 1992 crop shall take on � 
even slrqer twist, More thm tmt l will not � but 
I believe this yeu will see the clim ax t o  
coricmpor� incideris reg� this myslesy • 

.. ... .. 
. . .. . 



or mountainous country without 
s®IVsticated equipment. 

R efore I could start analysfl9 the �cle of Churches found at Rennes­
le-Chateau, I needed to obtain maps 
of the re gion. Fra nce has t he 
equivalent of our Ordnance Survey, 
whic h  is c a l l e d  t he ' l ns t it u t  
Geographique National', or IGN for 
short. I started with their sheets 
2346 ouest and 2346 est. These 
two maps join together along the 0 
mer id i an, n ot th e Gre en wic h 
meridian - the French never went 

Part Two 

In practica l  terms, when we 
consid� that the fi'lest (0.20mm) 
line that we can draw will represent 
lOm on the grCU'td, but that the 
map/a c e t a t e  m a y h a v e  a 
COf1¥)0Urld error of Bmm, then for 
the research to have meaning, a far 
more accurate way of determining 
whether or not a set of historical 
marlt.ers faD geometrically on a circle 

along with the idea but their own which runs through 
Paris. The important point for accurate work is that 
these maps must be obtained in· their flat-sheet 
version because folded maps are never accurate. 
Accuracy 

A telephone call to the Ordnance Survev office in 
Southampton confirmed my worst fears that even 
with a perfectly flat map, the humidity in t he 
atmosphere can cause expansion of several 
millimetres across the grain of the paper, ie, the map 
can distort across its weave from 3mrn to � (The 
acetate sheet used for rnaiQng overlays may IOO?wise 
be- unstable.) Although this may not seem very much, 
the following sum should make the point : 

At a scale of 1:25000, lmm : 25m of ctround 
measure. So, 4mm =lOOm of ground measure. -

Obviously, a circle which connects various buildings 
111/hich lay within lOOm of its imaginary boundary is 
not as mecri"l9ful as if they lay with 25m, ie, the 
more accurate the work is, the more impressive the 
proof wii be. But only t.fl to a poi)t! \'/hen we start to 
refine things to less than 25m, accuracv starts 
wor!Qng agajns t us. 

for example, if we consider that an area 25m 
square (25mx�-.�m) would cover the average floor 
area of a building ie a smaH church, then to incrtoase 
The degr� of accuracy to 0.1% (5m) would mean 
ident�vm individual walls or stonework to check if 
they lay on a circle with a common radius. 

lr. practical terms, acceptiM. that on our standard 
map t� OS uses smaft circular and square symbols 
to denote churches and that these have a cf�rnension 
of approximately !mm diameter/side, it would 
necessita1e that the circle not only touch the symbol 
but cut precisely through its centre. As some 
churches ar physically larger or smaller than this 
average size of buildflg, whereas the map syrflbols 
remain the same size, then this would be a 
meaningless waste of time. 

l�t's consider th� accuracy to which we ar� 
wor!Qng ..0.5% of the length of the radius. If we 
imagine this accuracy on a smaUer sea�. h is the 
equivalent of measuring out lOOm on the ground to 
wi1hin an accuracy of 50cm! Difficult to achieve on 
level ground Vvithout some means of accurate 
�surement, but scarcely feasible over undulating 

must be found. 
Althou9h it can't be left to acetate s�ts, pen 

drawn crcles and flat-sheet maps to provide the proof 
required, these matemls are of vi1al importance to 
make a Quick check of an area. However, in order to be 
able to work efficiently with these simple tools, they 
do need to be of quafity. The acetate sheets should be 
from 0.15mm to 02Srrm t�ckness. This is fairly thick 
but will lay flat on maps v.ithout cur�ng. 

In order to �able to draw easny on this surface, I 
suggest the use of an hfm ink drawing pen equipped 
with a O.l5mm or 0.2Cm'n nib. Remember, a ine drawn 
with a 0.20mm nib represents 5m of ground measure 
on a 1:25000 scale rrop and lOm on a 1:5000 scale 
map. Before purchasilg the pen and acetate sheets 
there are other choices to make, which are as foBows 

The acetate can be bought in a p�pared or 
t.mPf'epared state. H it has been prepared or coated, it 
w� 'take' ordinary rdan-type m. If it has not been 
trealed then ordf.ary ildian ink wi tend to run off the 
surlace and an 'etchilg' ink will be required. Etching 
m will destroy ordinary technical drawing pens, so 
special pens are also needed if tlis type of rlk is to be 
used. 
Radius 

The next question to answer is what radius to use ? 
David Wood's Circle of Churches purports to have a 
radius of some 5,175yd, or 4,731.57m, and offers as a 
good starting value for the radius as anv . .Also, 0.5% of 
this equals 25.87yd, or 23.66m, which can be thought 
of as roughly the length of the side of an average 
church. 

later, it will be seen that the mathematics wiH 
enable a mean average radius to be extrapOicrted from 
the target coordinates. 

If should oow be clear that it just isn't possible to 
work to such fi'le tolerance usi'lg maps, pens and 
acetate overlays at a scale of 1:50000. 

Although, theorHicaly satisfactory work can be 
produced usin9 much larger scale maps, such as 
1:25000 and even 1:1000 or 1:10560, the use of such 
larger scale-s produces even more problems. The 
number of separate maps which have to be joined 
together increases,therefore, the accuracy gained by 
decreasiM. the scale is imrrtecftately thrown away. 

... Et.,.v..iti'l'; 

r Work space also becomes a problem A 1:50000 
scale map needs 3ft x 2ft of work space. A 1:25000 
map needs double that and a 1:10000 more than double 
again! A much more accurate method is needed and 
preferably one which doesn't need so much space. 

FortunaTely, such a method does exist : co-ordinate 
geometry. Before you turn to the next article in disgust 
at the horror of tackling geometry again, please bear 
with me. 

In order to check geometrically whether eertain 
points lay on a circle, we need to lcnow only the 
foHowing i'lformation : location of the markers, 
(coordinates rtoad from the map) and the cicle' s 
centre (an estimate from the overlay). 

Tl1e a"'..Won of tlo;: marh:Jf-s: fortunately, the map­
makers are fairly helpful here. Ordnance Survey maps 
are pri)ted with a I !cm grid - the vertical are known as 
'eastilgs' and the lateral mes are 'northings'. This 
means that any location can be expressed as a 
notation (map reference} giving the easting number 
first, followed by the northing reference. If we further 
divide the square into temhs, we can exrend the map 
reference by two further digits. There-fore, the location 
we wish to indicate can be given as an eight-figure 
map reference : the first four cfigjts relat� to the 
easting, the rest to the northings. 

' 

it should be mentioned that the French IGN maps are 
not marked with the fines of a grid, but where eastings 
cross northings, a tiny, fine cross may be detected. AI 
this is great, except that we cannot use the map grid 
�..vs tt is to calculate the geometrical PClSilions. To do 
that, we need to be able to s�t the area of the map n 
which we \Wish to work into quadrants, with the 
suspected centre of w circle always in the upper 
right-hand section. The toasiest practical way of doing 
this is to start with a 1:50000 map of your choice and 
draw on to an acetate sheet a csrid to match the cuid 
of the map. This grid sh ould be numbered and 
calibrated ir1tP • and -values, ie, ·6 to -6. 

To calculate whether markers are equidistant from a 
common centre, ie, fall on a cicle, we need to 
proceed as follows: 

1. Work out thE· six-figure reference for toach marker, 
mal<ing sure by using the drawn grid that both the 
easting and northings are recorded as positive 
numb ers  or negative ones, depending in which 
quodrant the target faHs. 

2. Work out the six-figure 9l'id reference for the 
supposed centre of the circle overlay on the map to 
intersect possible targets. 

In fJCJ 1 the markers/targets have been placed on the 
perimeter of the circle at the map co-ordinate 
positions of the churches, chateau and rock formation 
in the Rennes valley. 

The church at Rennes..Je..Chateau is at -3.90, •2.80; 
Coustaussa church is at -1.81, ·4.17; Serres Chateau is 
at •1.86, u�99; Toustounes rock formation is at •3.91, 
·4.00; Bugarach church is at ·4.30, -2.99; and Saint Just 
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church is at -2.72, -2.62. 
(No�: at tl-;: ce�m� of tl�e ci'de. tl-;: ·i]��..;:ss·'liles nor 

!."Y at t11e tJ.tJ DOStthn. but at 4.1}2. 4.3:?5 i1 tl'lis 
e-'ll1�). 

6 5 • 3 2 1 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 
C�o-us...,..tau-ss_a ____ Serres -, 

-1.81/4.17 I 
1.86/499 5 
• Toustoune 

Rennes-le-Chateau I 3.91/400 
-3.09/2.80 i. 

I + � 
St.Just 2 
-2.72-2.62 I 3 

I Bugarach4 
430-2.99 5 

L-----------------�1 6 

fJCJ 1 The six target positions ·i'l the R.ennes valley, wilh 
all of theW co-orcfrote positiorl$ marked, as clearly 
shown i'l the diagram above. The centre of the circle is 
at 0.92, 0.325. Note that the cicle drawn just msses 
several of the targets. 

Remember : the 0, grid position should always be 
SUPerirtPosed on the map grid at the eastin9/northing 
i'ltersection, below and to the left of the supposed 
map centre. This may sound complex when read but 
is very easy to do with map and grid! 

The objective is to firtd out � the several markers 
that are aNeged to fall on the perimeter of a circle do, 
in fact, fall on the perrneter of a circle; this is a 
different way of asking if the targets are eQuidistant 
from the centre of the circle. If they do, then a circle 
exists. Fortunately, there is some si'nple Cartesian 
trigonometry which we can employ to find out - a 
glorified use of Pythagoras' famous theorem 

By using the grid we have constructed, we aWeady 
have a framework consisting of vertical and horixontal 
tin.es which cross each other at r ight angles. 
Therefore, we can simply 'construct' a ri9ht-angled 
triangle between the perimeter target and the centre 
of the circle. 

We can mark the targets T', P·etc, the centre 'C' 
and the perpendiculars P', P\tc. 

We can use the grid values that we have already 
given to the targets to label the diagram so that in 
considering target T ,  the distance from T'to p• is the 
northing value ofT' less the northing value of P', ie, T'­
p� 

We can now calculate the lt-ngth of the base from P' 
to C. P'..C is the easting value of P', less the easting 
value of C. &:metriJet: t11e Ct'llh� C is not tJ.tJ / 



By applying Pythagoras' theorem we know that as 
the distance we are interested r. is the length of the 
line T to C (the hvootMJSel. then: ( T'�.J� f �' P'l�f P1 C l"1J r 

PC - ( T ' •) ,.._ P' C ) � 
We then repeat these calculations for each oi the 

other suspected target positions. 
Next, we need to work out the average distance 

from the centre of the circle to the targets. This is 
simply the sum of all the distances from centre to 
taraet, divided by the t'll.lt'Mer of targets. 

We oow need to calculate the upper and lower imits 
of the acclKacv parameters we set - 0.5% of the 
linear distance. To work this figure out we simply 
divide the average target to centre fistances by lOO 
and multiply by 100.5 to ti'ld the upper mt, and diYide 
by lOO and rooltiply by 99.5 for the lower.lf any of the 
centre to target atstances fal within these two limits, 
then we can count them as 'hits' on the circle's 
circumference. 

You may think that all this paperwork is a tittle 
ex1ravagant and seems li<.e usilg a sledgehammer to 
crack an nutshel lt is not. The problems are more 
subtle than at first they appear. Bv splitting the map 
into small squares, we are reducing the error caused 
by the map stretch and shrinkage to a minimum H we 
accept that map-makers produce highly accurate 
maps, then the largest probable error wil oow be 
caused by the measlKement/allocation of the grid 
reference given to the target. We can be helped i'l the 
accurate notflq of target co-ordinates by Messrs 
Rallymaps of West Welow, who make an excelent aid 
called Romer (see FJCJ 2). 

f19 2 : A basic Rorner 
So, having eliminated or at least reduced the possible 

errors to a minimum, we should now be in a position 
to say whether or not so many given targets lay on 
the circumference of a circle. unfortunately, the circle 
wm only be revealed if the guess as to its centre is a 
reasonably aCClKate one. H this guess was out then 
the circle which might exist may remain hidden. 

To resolve this chicken and e99 diemma we really 
need to be able to move the circle centre by very 
smaU increments in each d�ection and repeat aU the 
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calculations untd we find the location for the centre 
where it is equidistant with the greatest nurober of 
tar gets. Thi s p rob lem , w her e t hou san ds of 
calculations are involved, is idealy suited to computer 
technology. 

We can begin to see why this crcular pattern has 
remained hidden for so long. H we consider that we 
have only become aware of its possible existence 
since detecting it on accurate maps - and that 
accurate maps have been made possible only with 
the advent of the OS arrd later, fli9ht - the-n this 
century is practically the earfiest age vvhen the 
pattern could have been detected. 

Levlines . . A! this �ture, I wiB deal briefly wnh the subject of 
ley li'les, because some people have compared the 
circles to leys -circular leys if you •l<e.ley ines were 
discovered/invented by AJfred Watkins, earlier this 
centlKY. They comect various markers i'l straight 
lines across mies of countryside : ctuches, borrows, 
stanatn9 stones, ancient roads and certain ponds etc. 

Watkins conjectured that these were the ·old green 
roads' of ancient Britain, pagan or Druid i'l origin, and 
had originated through the mists of time. They were 
originaHy thought to have been laid out by the Dodd 
Men who have been depicted in various places as the 
first surveyors. The famous L009 Man of Wimington is 
thought to have been a Dodd Man and is carved in the 
chalk downs of Sussex, possibly carrying a staff in 
each hand. 

h is thought that the Dodd Men navigated across the 
country, sighting ther two staves on some distant 
landmark. retrieving the rear staff, then walkilg the 
line on the beari'lg of their first staff and the landmark. 
then repositioning the staff they carried. They

. 
are / 

thouQht to have moved across the country n a 
curioUs 'three steps forward, two back' krld of gait 
reminiscent of the snaiL whose l'l'lO't'ements the Dodd 
Men were thought to resM'Ibie. 

hcidentaHy, the snan was l<nown as a Dodd from the 
two horns on its head, hence the name. Whether the 
snai took its nal'n€' from the Dodd man or the Dodd 
man from the snau is lost in the mists of time. 
Perhaps, though, it is not without foundation, since we 
still have in our language expressions such as 'snail's 
pace' and c'doddery old man'. 

On a map, if you can place a ruler so that it touches 
four or more a ncient markers, then you have a 
possible ley fine. Gut i1 01u�t for rNs to be remathJble 
it WOtid !'!atle to be l)f1 i/I.Jtuft'IIJte number of hits (M?( a 
soeci� li:;t�J�-ce. Five hits within a distance of 
between three and four miles would be impressive. 
Five hits over seventeen miles, perhaps not. 

This highfights a problem which we w� have to 
consider later on - the value of the research according 
to the laws of probablity. Some people contend YOU 
can pick up a patlern anywhere, si"nply because of 
the dertSity of civilisation in Britairt To be cmtiu!d 
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TARTAR TD SCOITISH PIA�Uf 
ON A BOULDER, in � Scottish 
wood, � �que commem.ontes � 
e:ncourier in t 979 'beiween forestry 
worker Bob T�ylor �d � l�ed 
UFO, 

The witness w� to dum Wer · 

tmt, during the course of eventsJ 
two sm� spil<ed spheric� objects 
��bed � m- cori�t with 
him, ri� the mm's trousers � 
both hips. 

Sln.nge Phenomen� 
hweslig�ions, bued in Scollulcf, 
conducted eKmustive inYestig�ions 
irio the incideri �d the pbque, 
ertrled by owners of the lmd on 
which the occUITence took �ce, 
wu u � direct result of SPI's 
eHorls, 

S �dly, the pl�que itseU w.-u. 
erected witho ut due notice .or  
ceremony in  0 c lo  ber lut yeu. 
Neither SPI rcpreseri�ives, nor Bob 
T�ylor, wete inYited or consulted on 
the suit�bility of wo�. With no 
meriion of Mr T�ylor by name, no 
eWe of the evcri, text on the �ue 
hu only served to obscure l�s 
furl her. 

S tr�gely enough, reference is 
m- instmd to Arlhur C.Cluke s 
'Mysterious World' � the prime 
souce for descriptions of the close 
enc ount er, S o  w h�t hu been 
described � "� world first" , in 
recognition of this kind by SPI 
editor M�lcolm Robinson, must 
sUie!y ilio dis�ppoint m� of the 
UFO fr�emity. 

The Jerusalem Factor 
lt is on the increase. The Jerusalem Factor strj(es 

increasing numbers of pilgrims to this holy city, now 
more than ever b.?fore. 

What happens, according to experts, is that some 
P€'OJ:4e from aU religions find the experience of actuaUy 
visiting a holy site too much for them and this can lead 

to a temporary loss of self control. 
Dama9e to r�s, priceless treasures and the sites 

themselves is occurrin9 more often and has 
subsequently been labeUed after the city itself. 

1HEV COULDNT GM A XXXX 
NEW EVIDENCE SUPPORTS the contention that 
Planet X that mysterious loth planet of our 
solar system, does not after all exist. This 
argument has been strengthened follo'Wing 
new analysis of data from the Infrared 
Astronomy Satellite (IRAS ). 

Following Tombaugh's discovery of Pluto in 
1930, astronomers believed that a lOth unseen 
planet was the only way to explain peculiar 
disturbances observed in the orbits of Uranus 
and Neptune. 

SIX WALLABIES WENT His s ing fl'OH 
EXHOOl' Bi l'd Ga!'de n s, n e ar' 
Ilfl'acot-tbe, D evon, 'in Febl'Ua!'y 
and n ot on e has b een s potte d 
s i n c e. T h e y  a p p e al' to h ave 
ble nd ed in to t he t-to ol''s 365 
square Mile landscape. 
Anothel' of Bl'itain's n ational 
parks, the Peak D istrict, a1l'eady 
has a l'esident hel'd of '�allabies, 
aft el' a Ma 1 e and five f e M  a 1 e s 
escaped thel'e soMe tiMe ago. 

UlEPRESENCE ·No, it's not the prizes you 
win as a lucki contestant on The Price Is 

Right. This is something that NASA is 
working on right now, in preparation for 

manned spaceflights to Mars. 
What it means is the ability to see, hear 

and feel through robots, while the 
astronauts themselves remain inside 
their spacecraft. Control systems are 

currently being developed and the whole 
concept has been labelled telepresence. 

Perhaps this may not even be a new 
idea? 

_[rq.iri� 



CIRCLE HUMOUR 
THERE WAS A lot of verbage among the sileage last summer and some of it 
suitably corny. Here are a few of the comments made by \Mitort to those 

mysterious circles in the golden fields of Merrie England during1991 : • 

1 Six peace campaig�rs marched south from Birmingham beari'lg a banner which proclaimed: ''No 
more foreign airstrips on Engfish soi." 

1 A group of 'experts' arrived from Germany and admitted, "We are completely baffled- but the local 
beer is good." 
1 Meanwhile, a French professor expressed the view that, "the cir� are messages from space," 
and a writer from Denmark thought "it would all make a good TV soap opera." 

1 A group of Arnericans even wanted to buy a field containing a circle and ship it back to t� home 
state of Texas. 

1 lastly, Doug and Dave ·that seH-coofessed duo from Southampton who claimed .respons!bitv !?" 
th� circ�s- remarkfd on a dU1ch satE'IIite TV chat show ii September last year that rt was sm.Jv, a 
good lau9h," . 

On RTL V4, they furthf.r claimed fhe. decision to go public was as a result of rtterest shown by both 
British po51icians and The Royal Famiiv. Now that's a lough! 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I AP.RABOOKS 
CATALOGUE ONE 1992 

NOW AVAILABLE 
Hidden Hitlory 
APAA'a Journal 
£5.50 (4 istues) 
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UPUmNG 
INVENTION 

STRANGE AERIAL SHIPS obs�ed in 
the skies �hove the United St�es w 
E v.rope d� lhe We 1800's w early 
1 900' s Nd. nothing on this eilrlhly crut. 

C.uled the "diri- disc," it wu inYe:ried 
by� Americ� d� n� 30's md w� 
� vehicle designed lo fly on � rot�ing 
disc Hlled with hydrogel\ The due 
worl<ed u � � suf�ce, u well u 
prov� ligHer t� m lift, 

IT HAS PUZZLED both scie ntists and 
Meteorologists for ttore than a centlU'y, 
b u t  n o  o n e  h a s  yet p11o v i d e d  a 
satis factory answer to ex plain the 
caus e  and natlll'e of that spectacula!' 
natural phenottenon - ball lightning. 

Often to be found during violent 
thunderstoN1s, it is usually described 
as a glowing bal I of ene11gy �ifting through the ail'. The larger 
balls of lightning contain a- vast aMount of ene11gy and therE.� have 
been Many reports of extensive daMage caused \�hen s uch balls Make 
contact \�i th solid objects . .  - An account in the Yol'ksllil'� G.J.Z�tt� 
te I 1 s ho\f, on the Horn i ng of Ha!'ch 24, 1849, ". , . a sMall vesse 1 
belonging to Boston, being off Robin Hood's Bay, near Scarborough, 
\�as struck by an e I ec tr i c fire-ball, or Meteor, wh i eh descended not 
More than a yard froM the p 1 ace where the crew were standing. So 
sudden was the conflagration, that the poor tten had only tiMe to 
get into their boats and leave the unfo11tunate vessel." 

In 1888, one !'ed lightning ball, about h�o feet ac11os s ,  \�as seen 
to Ca!'Ve out a trench about 188 ya!'ds long near a st!'eaM befo!'e it 
finally tore away 25 yards of the s treaM bank. 

An August 1947 issue of the Neteol'oloeic.Jl H..19..1zin� irrcludes two 
accounts of ball lightning. One !'eportins that a Hiss Heron, of 
J<irkcudbrightshi!'e, told hQ\� on the Morning of July 9,",. ,it was a 
close day but with no rain.·:or thunde!'; about 11 a.,.,, a nllt'se ... saw 
a fire b�ll «PPal'ently running �long one of the elect!'ic wil'es 
outside the house. A MOMent afte!', it cras hed with a te!'l'ific 
exPlosion into a very la!'ge oak t!'ee in the ga!'den which \�as 
shat te!'ed and blasted to pieces. Evei'Y fuse in the house was 
sMashed, and all the electric COMMuni cations - telephone, !'adio 
etc.- but no windows we!'e b!'oken. ·· 

In the second incident, a Hiss Fostel', of PenMilde!', Co!'nwall, 
Wl'ites:- "On August 17, about 7 p.M. during a thundersto!'H there 
was a te11rifying and apparently siMultaneous c!'ash of thunde!' and a 
flash of vivid lightning, People in the neishboUI'ins cottages 
thought the il' houses had been s t!'uck or the il' eh i Mneys fall en and 
chil�en \�e!'e tel'!'ified. D uring the s tortt a s Mallholde!' and his 
wife were shel tel'ing by PenMi lde!' sates-they s a,., a bal I, M-isty 
co lollt'ed, coMe th!'ough the trees and whe!'e it touched the t!'ees 
zigzJ.g lightning shot out. The ball floated on do\t�n the hill and 
hit a teleg!'aph poh .. . the ball was then lost to sight. The trees 
crackled and the CooMbes quite exPected to see theM on fire, but 
the!'e \fas not even any sign of sco!'ch i ng." 

It has been suggested that the phenoMenon May e i the!' be hot 
gases or electric currents focused in to a SMall voluMe, but !'ecent 
!'epo!'ts of ball 1 ightning being seen drifting down the aisle in a 
passenge!' ai!'c!'aft have upset these theo!'ies. Fol' one thing, 
obse!'vers repo!'t that the ball does not l'adi ate heat and, fo!' 
another, the ail'c!'a.ft fusealage is electl'ically sc!'eened. 

Again the Net N.19.uine, this tiMe dated Ap11i 1 ,  1952, contains 
details of another incident while a Hastings aircraft was on a 
resea!'ch flight ove!' southern England. Seve!'al !'uns w ere Made 
through a cuMuloniMbus cloud \t�hile col Iecting water droplets \fi th 
an instruMent known as an iMPactor. This is Manufactllt'ed of b11ass 
and was held Manually outside th!'ough the second pilot's window. 

D uring the !'Un at 8,888 feet, the obse!'ve!' holding the iMPacto!' 
expe!'ienced an electric shock as it passed th!'ough the plane of the 
wi ndo\�. A subsequent I'Un th!'ough the c 1 oud P!'oduced the saMe !'esult 

... ft�it19' 



and the observer again eXPerienced another sJlOck-this tiMe in the back 
of the head and neck. While \'li thdrawing the instruMent into the cabin a 
loud bang was heard and the cockpit \fas illuttinated by an intense light 
which seetted to last for about one second. Observers in different parts 
of the aircraft saw different effects as follo\�s:-

( i> FroM the eo-pi lot's seat, the flash appe�ed to be between 
hiMself and the pilot, neal\ the instruttent panel and the aircraft 
cont rol s, and appear ed as a wh ite fl oating bal l o f  fi re. Its 
disappearance and the bang were sittultaneous. 

(ii) A second observer iMttediately behind this position also saw 
the flash in the saMe place, and also reported that the observer 
holding the iHPactor was surrounded by a bluish glow. 

(iii) A third observer in the rear portion of the aircraft, whose 
duty was to note such things as density of clouds, icing etc., sa\'1 
streaks of lightning passing along the leading edge of the wing on the 
starboard side, This ho\fever t-tay have been reflection of 1 ight inside 
the cockpit, 

Bal I 1 ish tn i ng is, indeed, a COMP I ex phenottenon, Could it be that 
liglltnin s  bal Is are forMed by a nuclear reaction which produces 
antit-tatteJ' particles called positrons, as suggested sotte titte ago by a 
teatt of Meteorologists at Boulder, Colorado. 

0 ne i MP 1 i c at i on con t a i ne d i n t hi s th e or y i s th a t an observer 
standing within about two yards of a high-energy ball of 1 igh tning 
\fould receive a dose of radiation large enough to cause sickness, or 
even death, The correlation between this supposition and the effects 
resulti n g  frott s otte reported ins tance s of clo s e  enc ounter s i s  
interesting. 

• -r � -t. t e-n . -b·.y . ·G . .  e -r r--Y . l o ·�Y-.-.e ,J,J .. :. 

VlADIMIR lENIN IS on the 
comeback trail. Budding Moscow 
entrepreneurs are all set to put a 
shine on the wa� features of 

communism's one{ime favourite 
mummy and take him on the road 

to further fame and fortune. 
The embodiment of communism 
is set to be whisked from his Red 

Square abode and set off on a 
grand tour of [urope and America. 
The man behind this believes an 
1B·month tour could net �2 billion. 

THE STRANGE TAIL 
OF CROCOMAN! 

ARCH,£0LOGISTS IN ISTANBUL ue 
pun� over � biz� EgyplW\ mummy tmt 
corhins the putly presesved remm.s of the 
upper puts of � young boy f used to � 
crocodile's till. The m umm y, popululy 
dubbed "Crocom�··, wu discoveJ"ed in • 
wooden n.rcop�us in the Topkapi pabce 
Y�ulls. Scieriists have �y e:st�blishod that 
the technique used in mummitic•tion indicates 
Egyptian origin, but tNt is .U they � cetbin 
•bout. 
One theory is that the boy migH have been 
killed by � crocodile �ter f� in or while 
bat� in the Nile. The pueds m;ay have 
oldered the reptile killed md �ed for the 
puts to be munun.itied together so u�t their 
child could bcs in his celestial journeyings 
Ui;ad, AltemaliYely, the curious pKl<�ing 
migli N.ve been • weird phu�nic joke. 
Is this xenotnnspl�nt•tio n  •g�in? (see 
Enquiring Vol 1. 15 reguding the 
tr�alion of oxg -.ns md tissues between 

mmals), !Source-: Sunday Times 8 Mar 1992] 

EVENTS THAT STARTED out as 
a pleasant stroll one evening in 
late 1970 took me by surprise. 
Simply because what I saw on 
that occasion has never been 
satisfactorily explained. If was 
an event that first prompted 
my interest in the unexplained. 
Maybe there is a mundane 

or eight minutes. During thia 
time I was able to observe it 
pau both behind and in front 
of numerous trees along the 
way. On one occasion it was 
even obscured by a house. DJ YID 

l#rl CdDHBES 
I suppose the object was not 

very large, although this is 
something difficult to judge 

under the circumstances and I would describe 
its outline as more ot a dark. metallic colour, 
with no wings or other projections visible to 
myself. 

explanation for what I saw and I would 
welcome fellow readers thoughts on the 
matter. 

Anyway, the night was dark and clear in the 
sky above m y  home a t  Che st ert on, in 
Gloucestershire. A windless evening and I was 
wandering along enjo�ng the tranquifity of � 
all when, suddenly, I spotted what looked to me 
like a bubble-car tMng alovdy and t�ently in 
the air some 200 feet from where I stood. 

lt was quite low to the ground • no more than 
50 feet in height. Saucer-shaped, there 
appeared to be a dome on the top of the thing, 
with two large rotating red lights on either side 
of it and in the middle a briftiant yefiow light. 

Somehow I continued walking and all the 
while the object paced me on a seemingly 
parallel course. I could not understand the 
absence of noise espedaHy since its proximity 
to me, coupled with the tact that it was not 
only airborne but in motion, should have meant 
that had it been a helicopter or even an aircraft 
I would have heard something. 

Well, on the two of us went, tor some seven 

SUMMIT T A LKS 
ABOUT 6,888 PEOPLE h ave 
flocked to a Hountain shrine 
at Golden, Colo!'ado, \'lhere a 
local wottan s aid the Virgin 
Ha!'Y told her blessings \fould 
be bestowed I !Source: m� Oracle 9 Dec.l99ll 

�11)1)/s Of Tl� _ 

Without warning, my fe llow travell er 
suddenly increased speed and I was able to 
follow ita flight in the _ diredion of the Love 
Lane Industrial Estate at Watermoor. I l ost 
sight of it in the sky shortly Utter this. 

I chatted with my wife about it later and we 
were sufficiently intrigued to contact our 
nearest RAF Station at Fairford. A spokesman 
there told me that only one of its aircraft was 
in the air on that particular night and that was a 
Hercules freighter. He did suggest that light can 
play tricks at night and perspective is often 
greatly distorted. 

Myself, I have difficulty in resolving the event 
quite so limply. For perspective was achieved 
by way of known fixed points, such as trees 
and the house. The night was dark BUT dear 
and even the d is ta nt h or izon could be 
distinguished trom the sky. Anyone own a 
flying bubble-car about 30 years ago? 

NO FILM · NO PROOF 
STEPHEN SP IELBERG, director 
of ETJ tile ExtJ•.J.-1el'l'estJ•i.J.l, 
once coughed up $188,888 to 
finance investigation into 
th e s e  arch f or a 1 i e n l i re -
Cortts. 
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A 28-ye al'-o ld 
tta n t h r e \� 
hiMself out of 
his 11th floor 
bedroott windo\­
in Paris a ftel' 
a row with his 
pa!'e n ts, th en 

took the elevatol' back UP and rang 
the door to go in to wait for 
parattedi cs, (Source: AfP Jan.1992] 

FNmch boy scouts found what they 
thought. was Sl'afi tti on the walls 
of a cave and worked di 1 1  igently 
to scrub it c le an. I t  was only 
later horl'ified a rcha eologists 
discovered that the good deed for 
the day had obliterated all trace 
of what once w el'e p !' e histor i c  
cave paintings. (Source:?Mar.1992] 

Up to o ne tti l l i o n  p eopl e a re 
thought to have vanished in the 
United Xingdott since 1989. This 
conclusion follows f inaliza tion 
of the 1991 census. 
It's thousht ttost are trying to 
"disapp e a r" i n  order to avo id 
paying the poll tax. 

T h e  s u btta r i n e  Os i r i s, w h i c h  
defies SUPerstition by diving at 
the 13th hour every Friday the 
13th, had to stay on the surface 
yesterday because of a technical 
problett. (Sour�: Daiy Telegraph 14Dec.l991] 

The deepest hole in the wo!'ld is 
on the J(ol a Peninsula in al'ctic 
Russia. Begun in the 1978's, it 
has no\f l'eached a depth of 12, 261 
Metres. Oul' tteMory f ad ing, \'le 
believe t h e  Soviets b ack then 
naMed this project "Anti-CosHos." 

�111afs Of The_ 

T\�in Peaks 
Pro HOt ions 
of Sutton, 
Su l' r e y , 
pr o d u c e  
t h i s 
u tt bl'e l l a  
bu i l t  f o r  
t wo a t  a 
pr ice o f  
£29.95. 

BIG EARS 
BIG BUCK$ 

IN JANUARY THE American space 
agency NASA began setting up a 
$100 m il l i o n  i n tens ive sea r c h  
program for intelligent lite elsewhere 
in the universe. The project will last 
ter.. years and is the most ambitious 
yet of the more than 50 similar 
investigations carried out since 1960. 

Radio and computer equipment 
based  a t  NASA's Deep S pa c e  
Network in the Mojave Desert will 
u l t imately l i n k  up wi t h  r a d i o  
telescopes l ocated in  Puerto Rico, 
Austral ia a nd Greenbank ,  West 
Vi r g i n i a .  The equipment  is s o  
powerful • 10 mill ion times more 
effective than anything tried before • 

th a t  wi th in  a few m i n u t e s  of  
operation i t  will have matched all the 
aearthes that have already taken 
place. 

Michael K1ei n, of NASA's Je t 
Propul sion Labor atory, s aid the 
evidence was that counties s Earth· 
like planets exist in our galaxy. "/ 
11mttf/y believe lhtlf �M�e thy � 
will mtJke tDnftJtf wifh Dfher 
Ovifi6tJfion1," he said. 

The s u rvey wil l  b e  fo rmal ly  
launched on October 15, Columbus 
day: SO Oth ann iversary of t he 
discovery of New World. Computers 
wil l  s ea r c h  a c r ou a r ange  of 
wavelengths and pick variations that 
may represent an attempt by other 
civilisations to get in touch. 

HOLL VWOOD ACTOR Pat rick Swayze was 
saved from drowning when a film stunt went 
wrong. Shooting a scene tram the movie Point 
Break_ he was washed off his surfboard by a 
25ft wave. 
Swallowing water and on the point of blacking 

out, Swayze says he suddenly saw an ancient 
warrior rise up aut at the water in front of him. 

"He had a sward in his hand and was covered 
in body paint," the actor recalled. "He grabbed 
hold of me, told me not to panic. He said we 
would make it together, and we did." 

FANT ASV OR PHANTASM 

Aircraft observations over 
Tsukuba, Japan, in April 1991, 

collected soot P.ll'ticles beLieved 
to have coMe froM the oil-well 

fires in Xuwait, which began in 
Febl'U.ll'Y, 1991. 

THE WOOW OF test 
pilot Hugh Statham, who 
flew a iR-fated Britannia 
airliner that crashed on 
a test fi<Jht in Bristol 
duri09 1957, savs she 
mew her husband was 
going to die. 

fl her ne'Niy released 
book, Angel s in Dark 
Places, Beryl Statham 

�.� i����t 
Fii�F:Ii), 
f'i I�Fi I�Fti� 
Fi /�Fi I�Fi I� 
f"i I�Fi I�Fi I� 

exPlains how she had a promonition of his 
untimely death. The 90-ton plane� into a 
wood I<Jlling its 15-man crew. 

Mrs Statham, aged 76, said, "About a year 
before he was IQIIed I �w we were coming to 
the end of our Hfe together. He asked me if I 
could cope on my own and organise-d his affairs 
with a soficitor. He also made it clear what sort 
of education he wanted for our children." 

T he night before the fateful crash Mrs 
Statham says she knew her husband had no 
time left to live. She said: "When he left for 
work the next morning he gave us al an extra­
special farewel, as if he knew." 

......... ...... .... .. . ........ . ·.·.·:. ·:·:·:· • 0 • • • 0 • • -:·:·:-:· 

lrDNARDO DA VINCI'S famous 
sketches are often accompanied by 
illegible notes which, when �ewed 

in a mirror, turn out to be neatly 
written Roman scnpt 

Another famous person who 
fluently wrote mirror script was Cl 
Dodgson, better known as lewis 

Carroll· the author ol AI ice in 
Wonderland and, more significantly, 

Through the looking Glass. 

This buri� bow� m�e belwee1 ADtOOO­
t 070, could be the finest ec�ple yet found 
outside Chim of the Cnb Supernov• The 
rabbit represens the crescen Moon w the 
st.u is the supemov� of AD t 054 • . 

The t 8- cm bowl wu u.neuthed in New 
Mecico d� the 1930's w is similu to 
t:�C�ples found in the region but pmied on 
rocks. 
Orient� mmuscripts repent th» utrologers 
could see the new st.u for 23 cbys, �ho"B h 
there � no European records of the Crab 
explosio,. 



WHO INVENTED ELECTRICITY? 
"Noah -because he made the 
Ark lght on Mount Ararat .' " 

Facetious, perhaps, but really to tt'Ws far too common 
question there is no answer. One might as wel ask 
who invented steam, or gravity, or heat, as to make 
inquiries concerning the supposed invention of 
electricity. 

Almost certainly, the trst �ctrical manifestation 
whch was lt.no\M'l to primitive mani<Kld was the 
�ghtri'lg flash. The soul of man then SWJ i'l the 
flashes a veritable .force of the gods � was 
apparently meant to destwy or, at least, to threaten, 
humanity and to visit lunan habitations with the 
searing devastation of flame and fire. A liclhtril<1 
storm constitut� the world's first exPerience of an 
aerial raid. 

At the other end of the scale one can well imagine 
some early primitive maiden combin9 out her tr£"ss£-s 
with a roughly-fashioned comb made from animal 
bone. In a dry climate, and as the dayfi9ht waned, the 
girl or woman might poss(!ly have � astonished to 
have hear d  c rack�ng noises  and even to have 
wilnessed the transient fickeri'tgs of pinpoir.ts of vivid 
i9ht as she vigorously and i'ldustriouslv applied her 
t?Vening beauty treament 

And when, in a later age, someone frst strUrt9 
together an ornarrt€'nal neci<Jace of that yelow fossa 
resin known as amber and notic� that aftff a few 
minutes' rubbing contact with the dry siQn t�t€' resin 
acquired the curious power of being able to attract 
bits of dust and fluff to it, the association of this mild 
attractive force with the litlhtr.in<{ s terrible fire-raism 
power was surely !ie'Jt'l' cOnceiv�. 

-
The ancients Greeks had the rather �sant lcrtack 

of inventing plausible stori€-s about things which they 
didn' t unde-rstand When they picked up bits of 
gfistenirt9 veHow amber on the sea shore , they 
concocted the idea thot these smaft mow sea­
washed nodules Wt'l'e reaUy congealed tears of the 
Meuades, daught£'f's of the surL The Greeks named the 
Sun-9od "the Shining One," and, therefore, what was 
more narurai than that they should can this yelow 
amber (as we now know it} "Electron," which means 
"the shining thing," since they wt:re the products of 
tht- Sun.god's daughters? 

Thus i rom arnb&' or "electron" we derive our 
pres ent word electticity, the word which now 
dominates our present civHisation and is associated 
l¥ll1afs Of Tl'lt? ... 

E T I S M  

with power, convenience and comfort. 
Amber was known and prized for ornamentation 

nearly thirty centuries a9o. Even in prehistoric times i1 
seems to have been traded in by the Phoenician 
�rchants, sa�ng in primitive vessels up the shores of 
Spain and France, touching the Cornish coasts. 

There seems to � quile a number of old historical 
records relating to the strange attractive power of 
amber. lt appears that Thales of Mietus (6d0-5d8 B.C.) 
mentions in his writings. Now Tha�s was a bi9 
philosophic noise in his day. He was a mathematician, 
an astrortOO"'er, a precictor of eclipses and, to some 
extent, a chemist. Honored bv his people and officiaHy 
desgnated "Sophos," or wise man, he came to be 
l<.rtown as one of the "Seven Wise Men of Greece." 

Thales SOU9ht for an expla nat ion of amber's 
attractive power. h se-ems, however, that Tholes of 
Miletus made the first w11tteo record of this. As for 
Aristotle (384-322 B.C.l, who is easily the most famous 
repres£-ntative of the science of the ancient world, 
merely recorded the observations of Thales. But one of 
his pupils, a philosopher named Theophrastus made, 
about the year 321 B.C., the obser'Jations that iet, a 
coal..fike mineraL would behave like amber when 
rubbed. 

Another Greek named Eustathius seems to have 
been t he  first to draw attention to the electrical 
properties of the human body, for r. his <-ommenk.TY 
a1 tf'lt? lW' of lbmer (written about AD. 415) he 
mentions the fact that i'l some instances. sparks can 
be drawn from the warmed surface of the dry siQn 
after it has been rubbed wilh a heatt>d cloth. Hert>, of 
course, we come a fittle nearer to the first useful 
be9innirrgs of electrical ex�rirr�rrt and observation. 

In various Mediterranean regions a flat fish mown as 
the �)!.), or "�lectric ray," is to be found. On the 
authority of Dioscorides, a Greek physician of the 1st 
or 2nd century A.D., the torpedo could be used for 
curing headaches ! Apparently,  a ccor ding to old 
Dioscorides, all vou had to do to cure a headache was 
to totJt;h , an e lec t r le ray ,  a nd your bad head 
dis�red as i f  by magic! 

Perhaps the most farnous example of the ancients 
familiari ty  with elect ricitv is t he 2,000-year�ld 
Baghdad battery. A number of clay pots were re­
discovered by a German archaeolo�ist rummacrinQ in 
the basement of the State Museum-in Baghdad .durirt9 
1938. Each one was six inches high and housed a 
cylinder of sheet copper five inches high and 1 inches 
in diam£oter. 

later exr>eriments carried out on pots based on the 
specifications of the uneanhed battery, produced 

b£-tween one and a half and two volts of electricity. h 
would not be untu 1800 that generation of electricity by 
the same means would be possible. 

I f we are to include a knowledge of magnetic 
attraction among our survey of ancient electrical 
phaosophy, we have a 51tle more material to go on 

Thl?re is evidence that the magnetic pow� of the 
b..Ves� was applied at a very early date in the 
history of man!Qnd. Very possibly, i1 was 1<nown to the 
ultra-ancient Hindu civiisation. AJmost certainly the 
ancient Chinese were in possession of the dir�tive 
property of the lodestone, and they made actOO! use 
of such property. But if was not untu the tine of the 
Greeks that the lodes tone was taken seriously. 

'lode" means $WY; the word is c�t� Vv'ith 6ur 
V€'f'b "to lead." ConseQuently, the lodestone is the 
stone wl�ch leads the way. Actually, lodestone is a 
natural black oxide of iron, Fe 0 . We now caD it 
"magnetic iron ore." . . 

Quite a lot of ancient people had observations to 
make on the lodes tone. Alistotle regarded it with some 
awe. He calls it " Tl�e Stone," and said that i1 would 
attract �on, artd point the way. 

But the individual to whom we are most indebted for 
our mowledge of ancient opinion on the subiebt of the 
lodestone and the magnet is Lucretius (96-55 B.C.L a 
Roman philosopher and poet, and an honest ind'IVidual 
withal whose views most occura1ely give us a 
summary o f  contemporary ps eudo-s cie nt if i c  
philosophy on a number of  subjects. 

lucretius tels us that  the o rigin of the name 

"Magnet" is from Magnesia, a country in lydia, whose 
capital city was Heraciea. lod�stone, or magnetic iron 
oxide, abounded irl that country. He mentions an 
experrnent in which a magnet is made to hold up a 
chain of iron rings, a highly irlportam obsffvation 
sinc e i t  pr ovi des the f i r s t  ind ica t io n of t h e  
transmission o f  magnetic power through contacting 
metals. 

The same philosopher also records his obsefvation 
of iron being attract� to a magnet-stone and then 
jum pin g a way f r om it · a ga in  an imp ort ant 
observation, since it obviously impies magnetic 
repujsion. lucretius disaPPOints us sadlv when he 
comes to theorising about the magnet, for, ultimately, 
tt€' dismisses the whole- subject with the words, 
"There is nothing, however, in all this worth 
cfiSCUSsing!" 

. Y�t the ancient philosophers must have had some 
· inventive ideas on the subject of the lodestone. There 
is, for example, a wrious and ratht-r humurous story 
concerning one Ptolemy Philadelphus (309-247 B.C1 
King of the Egyptians, who, in hi? v;av, had a scientific 
bent and encourage-d mechanical and inventive habits 
among his subje-cts. King Ptolemy' s idea was to build a 
bridge or an arch of lodE-stone, and to suspend below 
it in a� an iron statue (probably of himseH). Apparently 
the worthy King's idea was that the semi-cfcular field 
of the lodestone arch's attraction could result i1 the 
statue's remaining irrmovable w ifi'Vn its radius. 
Needless to say, the lodes tone bridge never 
materiafized. 

Ill.vslr�ion of lhe m.�ndic �h proposed by Plokm.y PhiAdelphus, more lhm 2 ()()(} 
,W»n �o. A $CM!dul md irwedor, he t::nVu�od IINJ lhe m.:t�nt:lic pmpenies of lhe 

m�er:W us (!I] would suspend � iron sl�ue in mid- m; 



- An. occasional look at tome . ot .the· . 
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+ !J:IH:JtYjQ, This Scottish bated magazine (or should it be Scots ?) is just one of the 
many UK publications to have improved not only its look but its content in the last 12 
months. 

The journal, produced by Sfrt111ge PhentJ117(Jfl(f lnvelligtrfitml. never fails to be an 
enjoyable read. lt covers the spectrum of the unexplained • from UFO' s to the paranormal 
• and the Feb/Mar issue re\ftewed includes articles by Nigel Watson and Jenny Randles. 

The Scots viewpoint (or should it be Scottish ?) is always a Yr'Orthy addition. 

D 36pp • 5 issues pa • �7.50 · Consultant Editor: Ronald Halliday 
35 Fountain Rood, Brid9e Of Alen, St�lin9sh.ire, FK9 4AIJ. D 

+ fl!/11 {tj/JflJ Q, I always look forward to opening The Gate. Another AS format · which 
really is an ideal size for publications such as ours • the pages are lively and well· 
iUustrated. Much of the content has been sourced from worldwide news clippings, but 
there are some well-written articles too. 

The January issue includes an account of a crop circle plus attendant lights in the sky and 
even a Bigfoot • all observed in the same general area near Pittsburgh, Ans�vania. 

D l8pp · d issues pa - $2 ea I $8 d issues • 0' seas $10 - Editor : 
B�th Robbins, P 0 Box 43516, Richmond Heights, Ohio 44lc13, U.S.A D 

+ fiJIJ (!Jj(j) f£1IYJfll Q.David Barday, the former editor of this excellent mag, has 
eased himself into the executive seat while Robert Moore, one of the two admin editors. 
is busy re-shaping it cosmetically, at least. 

The Feb iuue it dominated, tome what, by a summation and appraisal of the '91 Crop 
Circle debacle involving D & D. Robert Moore has also been busy on a new UFO 
dastification system using an improved 'staggered' matrix. lt certainly appears to be 
more comprehensive and flexible than that currently in use by BUFOAA. 
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The flying Ship Qf 
n � ® � 

In #56 of the Evening h1f, a newspaper published in the reign of Queene Anne, and dat?d 20·22 

December 1709, we find a curious description ot a Fftjng Ship, stated to have lately been Invented 

by a Brazilian priest. . · . . 
lt was brought to the notice of the King of Portugal, in a lengthy addreu whtch was translated 

from the Portuguese iota English and published in its entirity in the Evening Post. 
Here are the opening remarks :· 

I 'Father Bartholomew Laurent savs that he has found out an Invention, by �he Help 
of which one rroy more speedily travel through the A'Jr than any other Way either by 
Sea or Land, so that one may go 200 Miles in 24 hours_' 

I n  an explanat ion of the 
d r a w i n g ,  wh i c h  i n c l u d e s  
references  to  t he sai ls and 
wings, the body of the craft is 
actually construc ted of th in 
iron plates covered with straw 
mats. The latter being tor the 
convenience of the captain and 
10 or n men besides ! 

The twa globes -v;sible, one of 
Heaven and the other Earth, 
are also of metal and serve as 
a cover to two Loadstones 
p l a c e d  in  t h e m  u p o n  t h e  
pedestals  t o  draw the Ship 
after them. 

On the strange arrangement of mesh, or netting, are fixed a great many large amber beads which, 

according to the account, "by a Secret Operation will help to keep the Ship aloft. And by the Sun's 
heat the aforesaid Mats that line the Ship will be drawn towards the Amber Beads." 

Other items visible in the drawing are both a compatt and a telescope. At a distance of 200 miles 
in 24 hours, this wauld amount ta little more than 8 miles per hour and certainly no match tor any 
sailing ship, nor any healthy jogger. 

The YrTiter babbles on about the glory awaiting 'Authors of 80 Admirable a Machine, which 80 many 
nations have in vain attempted," and he seekl to establish hit position by adding, "May it please 
your Majesty to grant your humble Petitioner the Priviledge that no Person shall presume to Use, or 
make the Ship, without the Express Licence of the Petitioner." 

:: � 
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A vam�ire in human form I but wearing 

the masK of a cat Vfith the aid of 
chloriform stupifies ladies at dus� in the 
streets of Augsburg an� cuts off �eir 

hair/ �thout doing any further mischief. 
!Source: }.ugsburgh Gazette 1857] 

T h e t w o s o n s o f  M r 8 a tc h i n , a 
shopkee�er in a �llage near Godalming, 
took a pa1r of young birds from a goldfinch 
nest. 
Sadly, son Henry died about 18 months 

ago and his bird died on the same day. 
C h a r l es ,  t h e  r emai n i n g  s o n ,  d i e d  
November 26 .  H is bird also d ied that 
Same day. !Source: Morning Advertiser Oec 11 1858} 

lfl� Of The _  

FILTHY RICH 
LOUSY SHOT 

Wtilst shooting at Penn, a man saw a hare in a 
field, levelled his gun and killed it. 

On picking up the dead animal, he felt 
something hard under its skin and discovered it 
was a 112 sovereign. He supposed it had been 
shot earlier by someone using 112 �vereigns. 

!Source: Wolverhampton Chronicle 31 Oct 1853} 

H OLY MA CKEREL  
On June 23 1626, a cod·fith was brought 

to Cambridge marke t  and on be ing 
opened was found to contain a book in  
its stomach. 

The book was soiled and covered with 
slime, though it had been wrapped in a 
piece of sail-cloth. lt was a duodedmo 
work .  wr it t e n  by o n e  J o h n  F r i th ,  
comprising several treatises o n  religious 
subjects. !Source: The Book Of Days - Vol l) 

A � U A C K f O  R f C O R O  
O n  S u n d a y  l a s t, a g oo s e  

b e l o n g i n g  t o  fa r m e r  
W i l l i a m  T u n h i l l  o f  
B r a ce b o r o u g h  d i e d  a fte r 
re s i d i n g  on th e fa rm for 6 0  
y e a r s .  P r i o r t o  th a t , th e 
s a m e  b i rd h a d b e e n  i n  th e 
p o s s e s s i o n o f  o n e J o h n 
S m i th ,  o f  D e e p i n g ,  for 40 
ye a rs . !Source: W-S-M 

Gazette & Gen. Advertiser 14July 1849] 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  

THE MYIT&V AS t o  what became o t  the Ark If fhe CWentlnl has 
continued since itt ditappearance from Jerusalem in 650 BC. Now, author /A V llJ W 
Graham Hancock befiews he has traced the bibUcal relic to a small town :t\. 
called Axum, in Northern Ethiopia. 

In a recent CNN International TV report, Hancock said that the Ark 
vanished from Soloman'• Temple in Jerusalem and next appeared on an 
island in Lake Tana. · Wettem Eth iop ia,  about 450 BC. During t he 
intervening 200 �CU't he saya eWience_ pOints to it hcMng rested in a 

duplicate of the temple, built on Elephantine Island in Egwt. 

�:lARKS . 
lHE 
SPOT · ·  

At the time of the crusades. a group of knights came to Ethiopia with 
the expren intention of searching for and retreiw,g the ark. They were 
aware, amGn9 other things, that &oloman' t wite. the Queen ot Sheba. was Ethiopian. Also, that 

many iews had settled in the land which converted to Christianity in the 4th century. 

Now, the Ethiopian Orthodox Church hat stated that the gold covered ark does indeed lie in a 

tanctuary chapel at Axum. Only one guardian monk is permitted to view the Ark. reputed to hold 

the tablets of stone containing the ten commandments. 
lt it contidered unlikely that Ethiopian Church representatives wiH ever allow the Ark to be be 

examined. or remowcL from the dark rcfom of the sanctuary. 

G H O S T LY W A R R· I O R 
CI\ANBOUI\NE CHASE IS an uel of open clownlmd to the east of Bll.ndford. It is • bea.11luti 
pbc� Vf!!I.Y siaikr in chuader to Swbuy Pbin and eq1Wly well endowed· with ucNe9logicil 

ream.. Besides the profvian of B10me Age zovd burows which stwl is fields there ue • 

number of other itisestillg euthwodcf,one of which is Ac)(lillg Dyke. 

AcJCimg Dyke is the 1\oa� INd tNI once nn Wween Old S.uum ml B� 1\qs. It is one 

of the bat ecam.ples of ut eabanJCecl l\omv. zoad in the couizy. In placa the bank is over 6 ft 

hi.g h ml .t  few of the old 1\oav. ailestones ue stiJl to be seen on the top of it. 

Nearby is the ha11ried bmow which stmk on the ridge of Bottleba.sh Down. One wiriu ev� 
in the late 1 920s ut .lKhaealofist naaed Dr Clay wu drivq hoae this w.ty flom Bounemo..th 

when he noticed .1 ho�Se�RU. coaq tow .lids him - ACIOSS the fields. On teM:hift the veqe the 

rider tuned his aouri .1J'Id g.tDoped .tlo119 panllel lo the cu W.lVDt soadhq Ueal�ly in his 
riaH hand. 

To his utonislaed Dr Clay s11ddenly realized from. the w.ty the Jft.lll wu dze.Hed that what he 
wu secitf wu not .1 aoclem hone � but ut vacieri Briton cill)'q .1 weapon. His professional 

iri.eresl uoued he stll&tied the figllft iric:rily W, to his ctiRppoiriac:ri, u the cu diew level lo 

the 'bauow, the appuilion vmished. 
Since that tme several people ha.ve seen the ghostly wurior. On one occasion two yoVlf) girls 

rehamiJ• fzom. .1 dance in Cnnboune even reponed him to the police. They tho111H he was � mu. 

irieri on molestiJig tlw.all. 

NEXT 
ISSUE . . . 

The Strange Hum . . .  Gulf Breeze : photographic e�dence of UfD 
activity . . .  Corn Circles • A Centrifugal Pump ? . . . And More . . .  
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