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?efore | could start andlysing the
ircle of Churches found a1 Rennes-
le-Chateau, | neaded 10 obtain maps
of the region. France has the
eauivalent of our Ordnance Survey,
which is called the ‘Institu?

eographique National’, or IGN for
short. | started with their sheets
2546 ouest and 2346 est. These
1wo maps join 1ogether along the 0
meridian, not the Greenwich

Of mouNntainous country without
sophisticated equiprment.

In practical terms, when we
consider that the finest (0.20mm)
ine that we can draw wil represent
10m on the ground, but that the
map/acetate may have a
compound error of 8mm, then for
the research 10 have mearing, a for
more accurate way of determining
whether or not a set of historical

merichan - the French never went

along with the idea but their own which runs through
Paris. The impartant point for accurate work is that
these maps must! be obtamed in-ther flat-sheet
version because folded maps are never accurate.
Accurac

Ate cafl 10 the Ordnance Survey office
Southampton confirmed my worst fears that even
with a perfectly flat map, the humidity in the
atmosphere can cause expansion of several
milimetres across the grain of the paper, i, the map
can distor? across its weave from 3mm 10 dnm. (The
acetate sheet used for making overlays may ikewise
be urstatie) Although this may not seem very rruch,
1he folowing sum should make the point :

At a scale of 1:25000, Imm = 25m of around
measure. So, 4mm = 100m of ground measure.

Obviously, a circle which connects various buidings
which lay within 100m of its imaginary boundary is
not as meanngful as it they lay with 25m, i, the
more accurate the work is, the more impressive the
proof will be. But only up 10 a point! When we start 10
refine things 10 less than 25m, accuracy starts
working agains! us.

For example, if we consider that on area 25m
square (25mx25m) would cover the average floor
area of a building bke a small church, then 10 increase
the degree of accuracy 10 01% (5m) would mean
dentifying mdividual walls or stonework 1o check if
they ksy on a circle with a common radius.

In practical terms, accepting that on ouwr standard
map the OS uses smafl crcular and square symbols
10 denote churches and that these have a dimension
of approximately Imm diameter/side, it would
necessitate that the circle not ondy touch the symbol
but cut precisely through its centre. As some
churches ar physically larger or smaller than this
average size of buliding, whereas the map syrbols
remain the same size, then this would be a
meaningless waste of time,

Let’'s consider the accuracy 1o which we we
working 0.5% of the length of the radius. If we
imagine this accuracy on a smaller scake, it is the
equivalent of measuring out 100m on the ground 1o
within an accuracy of 50cm! Difficult 10 achieve on
level around without some mears of accurate
measurement, but scarcely feasible over undulating

markers fall geometrically on a circle
mus! be found.

Although it can’t be left 10 acetate sheets, pen
drawn crcles and flar-sheet maps 10 provide the proof
reauired, these matenials are of vital importance 1o
make o ouick check of an area. However, in order 10 be
able 10 work efficiently with these simple 100ls. they
do need 10 be of quedty. The acetate sheets should be
from 0.15mm 10 025mm thickness. This is fairty thick
bt wil lay flat on maps without curiing.

In order 10 be able 10 drow easily on this surface, |
sugges! the use of an Indian ink drawing pen equipped
with a 0.15mm or 020mm nib. Remermbey, a ine drawn
with a 0.20men rib represents 5m of gromd measure
on a 125000 scale map and 10m on a 15000 scale
mop. Before purchasing the pen and acetate sheets
there are other choices 10 make, which are as folows

The acetate can be bought in a prepared or
unprepared state. If it has been prepared or coated, it
wil “1ake” ordinary Indian-type inks. ff it hos not been
treated then ordiary indian ink will tend 10 run off the
surface and an ‘etching’ ink wil be reaurred. E1ching
inks will destroy ordinary technical drawing pens, so
special pens are also needed if this type of ink is 10 be
used'

Radius ‘

The next question 1c answey is what radius 10 use ?
David Wood's Circle of Churches purports 10 have a
radius of some 5,175vd, or 4,72157m, and offers as a
good starting value for the radius as any. Also, 0.5% of
this equats 25.87yd, or 23.66m, which can be thought
of as roughly the length of the side of an average
church.

Later, n wil be seen that the mathematics wil
enatde a mean average radius 10 be extrapolated from
the target coordinates,

It shoud now be clear thot it just isn't possibie 10
work 10 such fine tolerance using maps, pens and
acetate overkys a1 a scale of 150000,

Although, theoreticody satisfactory work can be
produced using much larger scale maps, such as
125000 and even 11000 or 110560, the use of such
lwger scales produces even more problems. The
number of separate maps which have 10 be jomed
together ncreases, therefore, the accuracy aained by
decreasing the scolk is mmezdiately thrown away.
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Work space also becomes a probiem A 150000
scale map needs 3ft x 21 of work space. A 125000
map needs doutte that and a 1:10000 more than double
again! A much more accurate method is needed ond
preferably one which deesn’t need so much space.

Fortunately, such a method does exis? : co-ordinate
geometry. Before you tum 10 the next article in disqus!
of the horror of tacking seometry again, please bear
with me.

In order 10 check geometrically whether certain
points lay on a circle, we ne d 10 know cnly the
following nformation : location of the markers,
(coordinates read from the map) and the cicle’s
centre (an estimate from the overlay).

The bcaton of the mankers . fortunately, the map-
makers are feirly helpful here. Ordnance Survey maps
are prnted with a tkm grid - the vertical are known as
‘eastings’ and the lateral Ines are ‘northings’. This
means that any location can be expressed as a
notation (map reference) giving the easting number
firs1, follewed by the northing reference. If we further
divide the square into tenths, we can extend the map
reference by two further digits. Therefore, the location
we wish 10 mdicate can be given as an eight-figure
map reference : the first four digits rehmg 10 the
easting, the rest 10 the northings.

it should b mentioned that the French IGN maps are
not marked with the fines of a arid, but where eastings
cross northings, a tiny, fine cross may be detected. Al
this ts great, except that we cannot use the map grid
&5 1t & 10 calculme the seometrical positiens. To do
that, we need 10 be able 10 spiit the area of the map in
which we wish 10 work into quadrants, with the
suspected centre of our circle always in the upper
right-hand section. The easiest practical way of doing
this is 10 start with a 1:50000 map of your choice and
draw on 10 an acetate sheet a grid 10 match the arid
of the map. This grid should be numbered and
calibrated intp « and - values, ie, +6 10 -6.

To cocukate whether markers are equidistant from a
common centre, ie, fal on a cicle, we need 10
proceed as follows :

1. Work out the six-fiaure reference for each marker,
making sure by using the drawn grid that both the
easting and northings are recorded as positive
numbers or negative ones, depending in which
auadrant the target falls.

2. Work out the six-figure grid reference for the
supposed centre of the circle overlay on the map 10
intersect possible 1argets,

in Fig 1 the markers/1argets have been placed on the
perimeter of the circle at the map co-ordinate
positions of the churches, chateau and rock formation
in the Rennes valley.

The church at Rennes-le-Chateau is at -390, +2.80;
Coustaussa church is at -181, «417; Serres Chateau is
at +1.86, «499; Toustounes rock formation is at +391,
+400; Bugarach church is ar +430, -299; and Saint Just
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6543210123456
Serres
i © 1567499 §
d Toustounes|
Rennes4eChateau 3.91/400
-309/280
1
+ 0
1
1. Just 2
272262 * 3
Bugaracm
430-299 5
1 6

churchis at -2.72, -262.

(Nora: ot the centma of the civk. the s “wbes nof
kv ot the 0.0 vosion. but ot D92 3% n s
axnynok).

Fig 1 The six 1arget positions n the Rennes valley, with
o of they co-ordinate positiors marked, as clearly
shown in the diagram above. The centre of the circle is
at 092, 0.325. Note that the circle drawn just misses
several of the 1argets.

Remernber : the 0, grid position should always be
superimposed on the map grid at the easting/northing
intersection, below and 10 the left of the supposed
map centre. This may sound complex when read but
is very easy 10 do with map and grid |

The objective is 10 find out if the several markers
that are akleged 10 foll on the perimeter of a circle do,
in fact, foll on the perimeter of a circle; this is a
different way of asking if the targets are equidistant
from the centre of the circle. If they do, then a circle
exists. Fortunately, there is some simple Cartesion
trigonometry which we can employ 1o find out - a
glorified use of Pythagoras’ famous theorem.

By using the grid we have constructed, we already
have a framewaork consisting of vertical and horixontal
lines which cross each other at right angles.
Therefore, we can simply ‘construct” a right-angled
triangle between the perimeter 1arget and the centre
of the circle.

We can mark the targets T, T2etc, the centre “C’
and the perpendiculars P*, P%1c.

We can use the grid values that we have aready
given 10 the targets 10 lobel the diagram so that in
considering target T , the distance from T*10 P*is the
lr;?nting value of T' less the northing value of P*, ie, T*-

We can now calculate the l=ngth of the base from P?
10 C. P*-C is the easting value of P*, less the easting
value of C. Ramennibey . the cantra C &5 not 0!




By applyirg Pythagoras’ theorem we know that as
the distance we are interested n is the length of the
line T 10 C (the hvootenuse). then :

(T'CIA(T' P !
T°C? V)% (P*C)2

We then repeat these calculations for each of the
other suspected target positions.

Next, we need 10 work out the average distance
from the centre of the circle 10 the targets. This is
simply the sum of ol the distemces from centre 10
target, dvided by the number of taraets.

We now need 10 caculate the upper and lower Bmits
of the accuracy porameters we set - 05% of the
fnear distance. To work this fiowre out, we simply
divide the average target 1o centre distances by 100
and multioly by 1005 10 find the upper mit, and divide
by 100 and muticly by 995 for the lower. If any of the
centre 10 target distances fall within these two limits,
then we can count them as ‘hits’ on the circle’s
crcumference.

You may think that of this paperwork is a fittle
extravagant and seems ke using a sledsehammer 10
crack an nutshell It is not. The problems are more
subtle than at first they appear. By spiitting the map
into smafl squares, we are reducing the error caused
by the map stretch and shrinkage 10 a minimum If we
accept that map-makers produce hishly accurate
maps, then the kegest probable error wil now be
caused by the measurement/afiocation of the grid
reference given 10 the target. We can be helped in the
accurate noting of target co-ordmates by Messrs
Kattymaps of West Wellow, who make an excellent aid
catled Romer (see Fig 2).
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Fig 2 : Abasic Rorner

So, having eliminoted or at least reduced the possible
errors 10 a mingnurn, we should now be in a position
10 say whether or not s0 many giver targets kay on
the circumference of a circle. unfortunately, the circle
wil only be revedled if the quess as 10 its centre is a
reasonably accurate one. lf this quess was out, then
the circle which might exist may remain hidden.

To resolve this chicken and eqa ddemma we realty
need 10 be able 10 move the circle centre by very
small increments in each direction and repeat all the
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calculations until we find the location for the centre
where it is equidistant with the areatest rurnber of
targets. This problem, where thousands of
colculations are involved, s ideady suited 10 computer
technology.

We can begin 10 see why this circular pattern has
remaned hidden for so long. f we consider that we
have only become aware of its possible existence
since detecting it on accwate maps - and that
accurate maps have been made possible only with
the advent of the OS ard later, flisht - then this
century is practically the earfiest age when the
pattern could have been detected.

Ley lines

Al this unciwe | will dedf briefly with the subfect of
ley es, because some people have compared the
crcles 10 leys - circular leys if you kke. Ley ines were
discovered/invented by Alfred Watkins, earbier this
century. They connect vorious maorkers in straight
ines across miles of countryside : churches, barrows,
starding stones, ancient roads and certain ponds efc.

Watkins conjectured that these were the ‘old oreen
roads’ of ancient Britain, pagan or Druid in origin, and
had originated through the mists of time. They were
orignatly thought 10 have been kid out by the Dodd
Men, who have been depicted in various places as the
first surveyors. The fomous Lona Man of Wamington is
thought 10 have been a Dodd Man and is carved in the
chak downs of Sussex, possily carrying a staff in
each hand.

It s thought that the Dodd Men navigated across the
country, sightng ther two staves on some distant
landmark, retrieving the rear staff, then wolking the
kne on the bearing of thew first statf and the landmark,
then repositioning the staff they carried. They are
thought 10 have moved across the country n a
curious ‘three steps ferward, two back’ kind of gait
reminiscent of the snall, whose movements the Dodd
Men were thouaht 10 resemble.

Incidentally, the snail was known as a Dodd from the
two horns on its head, hence the name. Whether the
snail 100k its name from the Dodd man or the Dodd
man from the snal is lost in the mists of time.
Perhaps, though, it is not without foundation, since we
still have in our language expressions such as ‘snail’s
pace’ and a ‘doddery old man'.

Ona map, if you can place a ruler so that it touches
four or more ancient markers, then you have a
possile ley fine. Bt 1 ondy for s 1 e ramerkadk
it wouky faave 1 be an mordiats number of s over o
svacifiay ofstance. Five hits within a distance of
between three and four mies would be mpressive.
Five hits over seventeen mies, perhaps not.

This highfights a prolem which we will have 10
consider kiter on - the value of the research according
10 the laws of probabiity. Some people contend you
can pick up a pattern anywhere, simply because of
the density of civlisationin Britan. ~ To be cvtined

TARTAR 0 SCOTTISH PLAQUE

ON A BOULDER, in a Scottish
wood, a plaque commemormles an
encounter in 1979 between forestry
worker Bob Taylor and a landed
UFO.

The witness was to clabn Ller
thal, during the course of events,
two small spiked spherical objects
approached and made contact with
him, ripping the man's trousers at
both hips.

Strange Phenomena
Irwestig ations, based in Scotland,
conducted exhaustive investigations
into the incident and the plaque,
erected by owners of the land on
which the occurrence took place,
was as a direct result of SPI's
efforts,

Sadly, the plaque itself was
erected without due notlice or
ceremony in October last year.
Neither SPI representalives, nor Bob
Taylor, were invited or consulted on
the suitabilily of wording, With no
mention of Mr Taylor by name, no
date of the evenl, text on the plaque
has only served to obscure thirgs
further.

Strangely enough, reference is
made instead to Arthur C.Clarke’s
"Mysterious World’ as the prime
source for descriptions of the close
encounter, So what has been
described as "a world first”, in
recognition of this kind by SPI
editor Malcolm Robinson, must
surely also disappoint many of the
UFO fratemnity,

The Jerusalem Factor

It is on the increase. The Jerusalem Factor strikes
increasing numbers of pllgrims 10 this holy city, now
more than ever bzfore.

What happens, according 10 experts, is that some
pecple from af religions find the experience of actudlly
visiting a holy site 100 much for them and this can lead

10 a temporary loss of self control.
Damage to refics, priceless treaswres and the sites
themselves is occurring more often and has
subseouently been kibelied after the city itself.

THEY COULDNT GIVE A XXXX

NEW EVIDENCE SUPPORTS the contention that
Planet X, that mysterious 10th planet of our
solar system, does not after all exist, This
argument has been strengthened following
new analysis of data from the Infrared
Astronomy Satellite (IRAS).

Following Tombaugh's discovery of Pluto in
1930, astronomers believed that a 10th unseen
planet was the only way to explain peculiar
disturbances observed in the orbits of Uranus
and Neptune.

SIX WALLABIES WENT wmissing from
Exmoor Bird Gardens, near
Ilfraconbe, Devon, ‘in February
and not one has been spotted
since. They appear to have
blended in to the moor’s 365
square mile landscape.

Another of Britain’s national
parks, the Peak District, already
has a resident herd of wallabies,
after a nale and five fenales
escaped there some time ago.

TELEPRESENCE - No, it's notthe prizes you
win as a lucky contestanton The Price Is
Right. This is Something that NASA s
working on right now, in preparation for
manned spaceflights to Mars.
What it means is the abilityto see, hear
and feel through robots, while the
astronauts themselves remain inside
their spacecraft. Control systems are
currently being developed and the whole
concept has been [abelled telepresence.
Perhapsthism.z[alynq)twenbeanew
idea ?




CIRCLE HUMOUR rlqz teHo‘:i 1 (l:guizsztgmgox\b (:nzlx“e S:hi:nn ;i i:lsl tu:‘[s‘;(,l
but no one has yet provided a

satisfactory answer to explain the
cause and nature of that spectacular

NOFLASHINTHE PAN

THERE WAS A lot of verbage among the sileage last summer and some of it natural phenonenon - ball lightning.
; .. Often to be found during violent
suitably corny. Here are a few of the comments made by visitors to those thunderstorns, it is usually described
mysterious circles in the golden fields of Merrie England during 1991: - as a glowing ball of energy drifting through the air. The larger
balls of lightning contain a vast amount of energy and there have
_ o . . ) been many reports of extensive damage caused when such balls nake
8 Six peace camporners marched south from Birminghom bearing a banner which procksimed. “No contact with solid objects.’ An account in the Yorkshire Gazette
more foreign airstrips on English sol.” tells how, on the morning of March 24, 1849, "...a small vessel
_ . belonging to Boston, being off Robin Hood’s Bay, near Scarborough,
8 Agroup of ‘experts” arrived from Germany and admitted, “We are completely baffled - but the local was struck by an electric fire-ball, or neteor, which descended not
beer is qo0d.” more than a yard from the place where the crew were standing. So
_ , Y . sudden was the conflagration, that the poor men had only time to
8 Meanwhie, a French professor expressed the view that, “the circles are messages from space, get _into their boats and leave the unfortunate vessel.”
and o writer from Denmark thousht, “it would ol make o goed TV soap opera In 1888, one red lightning ball, about two feet across, was seen
) , ) o . to carve out a trench about 188 yards long near a stream before it
8 Aaroup of Americars even warnited 10 buy o field containing a circle and ship it back 10 their horme finally tore away 29 yards of the stream bank.
state of Texas. An August 1947 issue of the Nefeorological Magazine includes two
) accounts of ball lightning. One reporting that a Miss Heron, of
8 Lostly, Doug and Dave - that seﬁmniesseddmfrom'Southanmmwhodmwed.respmsMw for Kirkcudbrightshire, told how on the morning of July 9,"...it was a
the circles- remarked on a dutch satelite TY chat show in September last year that it was sirgdy, a close day but with no rain or thunder; about 11 a.n. a nurse...saw
g00d lough” ) . a fire ball apparently ronning along one of the electric wires
OnRTLV4, they further cliimed the decisien to go public was as a result of interest shown by both outside the house. A moment after, it crashed with a terrific
British pokticians and The kol Family. Now that’s a leugh! explosion into a very large oak tree in the garden which was

shattered and blasted to pieces. Every fuse in the house was

””I’””G smashed, and all the electric communications - telephone, radio

etc.- but no windows were broken."
Iﬂmﬂm In the second incident, a Miss Foster, of Penmilder, Cornwall,
writes:- “On August 17, about 7 p.m, dwring a thunderstorn there
was a terrifying and apparently simultaneous crash of thunder and a

STRANGE AERIAL SHIPS observed in

- . flash of vivid lightning. People in the neighbouring cottages
g":x:h":l ‘.“”:h:}‘l‘d:”l‘é;g,’s':::d‘d thought their houses had been struck or their chimneys fallen and
1900?:hdm::“’im on this earthly craft 4 children were terrified. During the storm a smallholder and his

Called the "diri- disc,” # was invented wife were sheltering by Penmilder gates-they saw a ball, nisty

coloured, come through the trees and where it touched the trees
;@st;za.q tlil,qhtnirl\‘g s}l\ot o;lht. ")l‘hlel ball ti‘hloatled tont down htthe T}}\\i”t and
. - ) . it a telegraph pole...the ball was then lost to sight. e trees
d“:k:dﬂkd with ""‘:;;’9"‘ Thed‘lh“ crackled and the Coombes quite expected to see them on fire, but
e ”.‘H"“?M;, .“fi'ﬂ” well as there was not even any sign of scorching."”
providing lighter ar Atk It has been suggested that the phenomenon may either be hot
gases or electric currents focused in to a small volume, but recent
reports of ball lightning being seen drifting down the aisle in a
passenger aircraft have upset these theories. For one thing,
observers report that the ball does not radiate heat and, for
1 another, the aircraft fusealage is electrically screened.

by an American during the 30’s and was
a vehicle designed to fly on a rotating

4  CATALOGUEONE®S2 ¢ RS e s Again the Mef Nagazine, this time dated April, 1952, contains
il NOW AVAILABLE 4 Thm}\ Blg s detailshofnqngther incide?; uhi}l:e la t:lasténgs alircraft was on da
" - - i , NO )} researc ight over southern England. Several runs were mnade
Hidden Mistory A, g A through a cunulonimbus cloud while collecting water droplets with
M APRA's Journdl M ]IWade Spa(fe, = an instrumwent known as an impactor. This is manufactured of brass
4 . b Sigem ety A onps et e and was held nanually outside through the second pilot’s window.
' £6.50 (dissues) $ ~ ! i During the run at 8,808 feet, the observer holding the impactor
45 Eusene Gains Nottingham NG2 2LF experienced an electric shock as it passed through the plane of the

window. A subsequent run through the cloud produced the same result
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and the observer again experienced another shock-this time in the back
of the head and neck. While withdrawing the instrument into the cabin a
loud bang was heard and the cockpit was illuminated by an intense light
which seened to last for about one second. Observers in different parts
of the aircraft saw different effects as follows:-

(i) From the co-pilot’s seat, the flash appeared to be between
hinself and the pilot, near the instrument panel and the aircraft
controls, and appeared as a white floating ball of fire. Its
disappearance and the bang were sinultaneous.

(11) A second observer inMediately behind this position also saw
the flash in the same place, and also reported that the observer
holding the inpactor was surrounded by a bluish glow.

(iii) A third observer in the rear portion of the aircraft, whose
duty was to note such things as density of clouds, icing etc., saw
streaks of lightning passing along the leading edge of the wing on the
starboard side. This however may have been reflection of light inside
the cockpit.

Ball lightning is, indeed, a complex phenomenon. Could it be that
lightning balls are formed by a nuclear reaction which produces
antimMatter particles called positrons, as suggested some tine ago by a
tean of meteorologists at Boulder, Colorado.

One implication contained in this theory is that an observer
standing within about two yards of a high-energy ball of lightning
would receive a dose of radiation large enough to cause sickness, or
even death. The correlation between this supposition and the effects
resulting fron some reported instances of close encounters is
interesting.

THE STRANGE TAIL
OF CROCOMAN !

VLADIMIR LENINIS onthe
comebacktrail. Budding Moscow
entrepreneurs are all setto puta

shine onthe waxy features of
communism'’s one-time favourite

ARCHEOLOGISTS IN ISTANBUL are
puzzling over a bizarre Egyplian mummy thal
contains the partly preserved remams of the
upper parts of a young boy fused lo a
crocodile’s tail, The mummy, popularly
dubbed "Crocoman”, was discovered in a
wooden sarcophagus in the TopKapi palace
vaults, Scientists have already established that

mummy and take him on the road
tofutherfameandfortung, | Peoghiawe st in mumntiston ket
Theembodimentof communism —— gbost L e oy might have been
s Settobe whiskedfrom hisRed ket by » erocodte st faling i o whae
Square abode and setoffon e
grand tourof Ewrope and America. +  <reie coula begin tes celestial sourneyings
The man behind this believes an | oric ol
8-monthtourcouldnet SZbillion. - Frnguiring vol 2 85 regarding he
: : trarsplantation of organs and tissues between
B 0 8 e R T i B T T {0 animals), (Source: Sunday Times 8 Mor 1992)
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intact, Altemnalively, the curious packaging
might have been a weird pharaornic joke

EVENTS THAT STARTED out as
a pleasant stroll one evening in
late 1970 fook me by surprise.
Simply because what | saw on
that occasion has never been
satistactorily explained. It was
an event that first prompted
my interes! in the unexplained.
Maybe there is @ mundane

By LOOHBES

or eight minufes. During this
fime | was able fo observe it
pass both behind and in front
of numerous trees along the
way, On one occasion it wus
even obscured by a house.

04¥I0 | suppose the object was not
very large, although this is
something ditficult to judge

explanation for what | saw and | would
welcome fellow readers thoughts on the
matter,

Anyway, the night was dark and clear in the
sky above my home at Chesterton, in
Gloucestershire. A windless evening and | was
wundering along enjoying the tranquility of it
all when, suddenly, | spotted what looked fo me
like a bubble-car tlying slowly and silently in
the air some 200 feet from where | stood.

It was quite low fo the ground - no more than
80 feet in height. Saucer-shaped, there
appeared to be a dome on the top of the thing,
with two large rofating red lights on either side
of it and in the middle a brilliant yellow light.

Somehow | continued walking and dll the
while the object paced me on a seemingly
parallel course. | could not understand the
ahsence of noise espedially since its proximity
fo me, coupled with the fact that it wus not
only airborne but in motion, should have meant
that had it been a helicopter or even an aircraft
| would have heard something.

Well, on the two of us went, for some seven

under the circumstances and | would describe
its outline as more of a dark, metallic colour,
with no wings or other projections visible o
myself.

Without warning, my fellow traveller
suddenly increased speed and | was able fo
tollow its flight in the direction of the Love
Lane Industrial Estate af Watermoor. | lost
sight of it in the sky shortly after this.

| chatted with my wife ahout it later and we
were sufticiently intrigued to contact our
nearest RAF Station at Fairford, A spokesman
there fold me that only one of its aircraft wus
in the air on that particular night and that was a
Hercules freighter. He did suggest that light can
play tricks af night and perspective is often
greatly distorted.

Myselt, | have ditficulty in resolving the event
quite so simply. For perspective was achieved
by way of known fixed points, such as frees
and the house. The night was dark BUT dear
and even the distant horizon could be
distinguished from the sky. Anyone own a
flying bubble-car about 30 vears ago?

SUMMIT TALKS

ABOUT 6,088 PEOPLE have
flocked to a nountain shrine
at Golden, Colorado, where a
local woman said the Virgin
Mary told her blessings would
be bestowed.(Source: TN Oracle 9 Dec.|901)

NO FILM - NO PROOF

STEPHEN SPIELBERG, director
of £T, the Extra-Terrestrial,
once coughed up $180,080 to
finance investigation into
the search for alien life-
forns.
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A 28-year-old
§ nan threw
% hinself out of

WR}PQD his 11th floor

1 bedroon window
ON B in Paris after

# a row with his
parents, then

took the elevator back up and rang

the door to go in to wait for
paranedics. [Source: AFP Jon.1992)

French boy scouts found what they
thought. was grafitti on the walls
of a cave and worked dilligently
to scrub it clean. It was only
later horrified archaeologists
discovered that the good deed for
the day had obliterated all trace
of what once were prehistoric
cave paintings. [Source: ? Mar 1092)

Up to one mnillion people are
thought to have wvanished in the
United Kingdon since 1989. This
conclusion follows finalization
of the 1991 census.

It’s thought nost are trying to
"disappear” in order to avoid
paying the poll tax.

The subnarine Osiris, which
defies superstition by diving at
the 13th hour every Friday the
13th, had to stay on the surface
vesterday because of a technical
problen, [Source: Dadly Telearaph 14 Dec.1991)

The deepest hole in the world is
on the Kola Peninsula in arctic
Russia. Begun in the 1978°’s, it
has now reached a depth of 12,261
netres. Our wnemory fading, we
believe the Soviets back then
naMed this project "Anti-Cosmos.”

Twin Peaks
Promotions
of Sutton,
Surrey,
produce
t h 1 s
unbrella
built for
two at a
price of
£29.95.

Avws Of The ..

BIG EARS
BIG BUCKS

IN JANUARY THE American space
agency NASA began setting up a
$100 million intensive search
program for intelligent lite elsewhere
in the universe. The project will last
fen years and is the most ambitious
yet of the more than SO similar
investigations carried out since 1960.

Radio and computer equipment
based at NASA's Deep Space
Network in the Mojave Desert will
ultimately link up with radio
telescopes located in Puerto Rico,
Australia and Greenbank, West
Virginia. The equipment is so
powerful - 10 million times more
effective than anylhing tried before -
that within a few minutes of
operation it will have matched all the
searches that have already taken
place.

Michael Klein, of NASA's Jet
Propulsion Laboratory, said the
evidence was that countless Earth-
ike planets exist in our galaxy. "/
sfrangly believe that same doy we
will make contaet with ather
ovisations,” he said,

The survey will be formally
launched on October 15, Columbus
day: 500th anniversary of the
discovery of New World. Computers
will search across a range of
wavelengths and pick variations that
may represent an attempt by other
civilisations to get in fouch,

HOLLYWOOD ACTOR Patrick Swayze was
saved from drowning when a film stunt went
wrong. Shooting a scene from the movie Point
Break, he wus washed off his surfboard by a
251 wave.

Swallowing water and on the point of blacking
out, Swuyze says he suddenly saw an ancent
warrior rise up out of the water in front of him.

"He had & sword in his hand and was covered
in body paint,” the actor recalled. "He grabbed
hold of me, told me not to panic. He said we
would make it together, and we did.”

T Fevasy cxmmamaon I

Aircraft observations over
Tsukuba, Japan, in April 1991,
collected soot particles believed
to have come from the oil-well
fires 1n Kuwait, which began in
February, 1991.

THE WDOW OF test - -
oot Hugh Statham, who AR
flew o #Hated Britonio ARG
okner that crashed on EEREZS]

a test f&%ﬂ in Bristhzl FilaFi
during | says s P S
knew her hushand was ?,e;'.I &b
90ing 10 die. LA lEl e

In her newly released FileFileFile
book, Angels in Dark NERKIARRIZEES
Flaces, Beryl Statham
explans how she had a promonition of his
untimely death. The 90-ton plane plinged into a
wood kiling its 15-man crew.

Mrs Statham, aged 76, said, “About a year
before he was kiled | knew we were coming 1o
the end of our life together. He asked me if |
could cope on my own and organised his affairs
with a sokicitor. He also made it clear what sort
of educotion he wanted for our chidren.”

The night before the fateful crash Mrs
Statham says she krew her huskand had no
time left 10 lve. She saik “When he left for
work the next morning he gave us al an extra-
spectol farewel, as if he knew.”

)i K- JAINN 'A:
A0 SIIM HOARIM
LEONARDO DA VINCI'S famous
sketches are often accompanied by
illegible notes which, when viewed
inamirror,turn outto be neatly
written Roman script.
Another famous person who
fluently wrote mirrarscript was C L
Dodgson, hetter known as Lewis
Carroll-the authorof Alice in
Wonderland and, more significantly,
Through the Looking Glass.

This burial bowl made between AD1000-
1070, could be the finest example yet found
outside China of the Crab Supernova The
rabbit represents the crescent Moon and the
star is the supernova of AD 1054,

The 18- cm bowl was unearthed in New
Mexico during the 1930’s and is similar to
examples found in the region but painted on
rocks,

Oriental manuscripts report thal astrologers
could see the new star for 23 days, althoygh
there are no European records of the Crab
explosion

"@ @ . Eieriny
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ARG ESIHEREE MAGNETISM

WHO INVENTED ELECTRICITY?
"Noch-because he mode the
Ark Tlight on Mount Ararat.’”

Facetious, perhaps, but really 10 this far 100 common
aquestion there is ne answer. One might as wel ask
who invented steam, or aravity, or heat, as 10 make
naquiries concerning the supposed invention of
electricity.

Almost certainly, the tirst electrical manifestation
which was known 10 primitive mankd was the
kghtning fiash. The soul of man then saw in the
flashes a veritable force of the gods which was
apparently meant 10 destrcy or, at least, 10 threaten,
humanity and 10 visit human habitations with the
searing devastation of flome and fire. A lightning
storm censtituted the world’s first experience of an
aerial roid.

At the other end of the scale one can well imagne
some early primitive maiden combing out her tresses
with a roughly-fashioned comb made from antmol
bone. In a dry climate, and as the daybsht waned, the
girl or woman might possiiy have been astenished 1o
have heard crackling noises and even 10 have
wilnessed the transient NS of pinpoirts of vivid
foht as she vicoreusly and ndustnously opphed her
evening beauty treament.

And when, in a later oge, someone first strung
1ogether an ormamenal necklace of that yellow fossil
resin known as amber and noticed that after o few
rnirutes’ rubbing contact with the dry skin the resin
acqured the curious power of being able 10 attract
bits of dust and fluff 10 it, the associotion of this mild
anractive force wi h the lightning’s terrible fire-raising
power was suraly never conceived.

The oncients Greeks had the rather pleasont knack
of ‘mventing plausitle stories about thinas which they
didn’t understand. When they picked up bits of
gistening yeliow amber on the sea shor2, they
concocted the idea that these small yelow sea-
washed nodues were really congealed tears of the
Meliades, daughters of the sur. The Greeks named the
Sun-god “the Shining One,” and, therefore, what was
more naturai than that they should coll this yellow
amber (as we now know it) “Electron,” which means
“the shining thing,” since they were the groducts of
the Sun-god’s daughters?

Thus from amber or “electron” we derive our
present word &fechreity. the word which now
dominates our presert civiisation and is associated

Ats Of The ..
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with power, convenience and comfort.

Amber was known ard prized for ornamentation
nearly thirty centuries ago. Even in prehistoric times 1t
seems 10 have been traded in by the Phoenicion
merchants, sating in primitive vessels up the shores of
Spain and France, touching the Cornish coasts.

There seems 10 be auite a number of old historical
records relating 10 the strange aftractive power of
amber. It appears that Thales of Mietus (640-548 B.C)
mentions in his writings. Now Thales was a big
phiosophic noise i his doy. He was a mathematician,
on astrencrner, o predictor of eclipses and, 10 sorne
extent, a chemist, Honored by his people and officiatly
desgnated “Sophos,” or wise man, he came 10 be
known as one of the “Seven Wise Meri of Greece.”

Thakes sought for an explination of amber’s
attractive power. t seems, however, that Thaes of
Mietus made the first waitten record of this. As for
Aristotle (384-222 B.C), whois easiy the most famous
representative of the science of the ancient world,
merely recorded the observations of Thales. Buy one of
his pupds, a phiosopher named Theophrastus made,
about the year 32} RC., the observations that jet, a
cood-ike mineral, would behave fke amber when

rubbed

Another Greek named Eustathius sesms 10 have
been the first 10 draw attention 10 the electrical
properties of the turnan body, for i his Convmennyy
on e BxY of Fomer (written obout AD. 415) he
mentions the fact that, in some instances. sparks can
be drawn from the warmed surface of the dry skin
after it has been rubbed with a heated cloth. Here, of
course, we come a fittle nearer 10 the first useful
beainnings of electrical experiment ard observation.

In various Mediterranean reaions a flot fish known as
the Ayoeub, or “slectric ray,” is 10 be feund. On the
authority of Dioscorides, a Greek physician of the 151
or 2nd century AD. the torpedo could be used for
curing headaches! Apparently, according 10 old
Dioscorides, ol you had 10 de 1o cure a headoche was
16 touth an electric ray, and your bad head
disappeargd as if by masic!

Perhaps the most famous example of the ancierits
familiarity with electricity is the 2,000-year-old
Baghdod battery. A number of clay pots were re-
diccovered by a German archaeologist rummaging in
the basernent of the State Museum in Baghdad during
1638. Each one was six nches hish ard housed a
cylinder of sheet copper five inches hish and | inches
in diarneter,

Later experiments carried out on pots baged on the
specifications of the unearthed battery, produced

between one and a half and two volts of electricity. t
would not be unitil 1800 that generation of electricity by
the same means would be possible.

If we are 10 include a knowledge of magnetic
attraction among owr survey of ancient electrical
phiosophy, we have a kttle more material 10 90 on.

There is evidence that the magnetic power of the
bbstone was applied at a very early date in the
history of mankind. Yery possibly, it was known 10 the
ultra-arcient Hindu civlisation. Aimost certainly the
ancien! Chinese were in possession of the directive
property of the ledestone, and they made actudl use
of such property. But it was not until the time of the
Greeks that the lodestone was taken seriously.

“Lode” means wav; the word is connected with our
verb “10 lead” Consequently, the lodestone is the
stone which leads the way. Actually, lodestone is a
notural black oxide of ron, Fe O . We now call it
“magnetic iron ore.”

Quite a lot of arcient peogle had observations 10
ke on the lodestone. Aristotle reqarded it with some
awe. He calls it “ The Stone,” and said that it would
anract on, and point the way.

But the individual 10 whom we are mos! indebted for
our knowledge of ancient opinion on the subject of the
lodestone amd the maanet is Lucretius (96-55 BC), a
Roman phitosopher and poet, and an honest individual
withol whose views most accurately give us a
summary of contemporary pseudo-scientific
philosoptiy on a number of subjects.

Lucretius tells us that the origin of the name

“Magnet” is from Magnesia, a country n Lydia, whose
capital city was Heraclea. Lodkstone, or magnetic ¥on
oxide, okounded in that country. He mentions an
experivent in which a maanet is made 10 hokl up o
chain of ¥on rings, a highly importarit obseyrvation
since it provides the first indication of the
transmission of magnetic power through contacting
metals.

The sarme phiosopher also records his observation
of ron bema attracted 10 a magnet-stone and then
jumping away from it - again an important
observation, since 1 obviously implies magnetic
repuision. Lucretius disappomnts us sadly when he
comes 10 theorising about the maanet, for, ultimately,
te dismisses the whaole subject with the words,
“There is nothing, however, in dll this worth
discussingt”

Y&t the ancient phdosophers must have had some

"inventive ideas on the suldect of the lodestone. There

is, for exarnple, o curious ardl rather hurnwous story
concerning one Piolemy Phiadelohus (309-247 BC),
King of the Eayplions, who, in his way, had o scientific
bent ard encouraged mecharical and inventive habits
omong his subjects. King Prolemy’s idea was 10 buld a
bridge or an arch of lodestone, arid 10 suspend below
it m air an on statue (probably of hemself). Apparently
the worthy King’s idea was that the semi-crcular field
of the lodestone arch’s attraction could result in the
statue’s remaining immovable within its radius.
Needless 10 say, the lodestone bridee never
materiolized.

Iusiralion of the magnetic arch proposed by Flokemy Fhaladelphus, more than 2,000
veurs ago. A scienlisl and invenlor, he envisaged thal the magnelic properties of the
malerial used would suspend an iron slalue in mid- air.

- Enouainy
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KK 3G a This Seottish based magazine (or should it be Scots ?) is just one of the
many UK publications fo have improved not only its look but its content in the last 12
months.

The journal, produced by Stramge Pheameny lnvestigations, never tails to be an
enjoyable read. It covers the spectrum of the unexplained - from UFO's o the paranormal
- and the Feb/Mar issue reviewed includes articles by Nigel Watson and Jenny Randles.

The Scots viewpoint (or should it be Scottish 2) is always a worthy addition,

D 36pp - 5 issues pa - £7.50 - Consultant Editor: Roncdd Hafiday D
35 Fountain Road, Bridge Of Allen, Stiringshire, FK9 AU,

A7 A3 | aways look forward to opening The Gerle, Another AS format - which
really is an ideal size for publications such as ours - the pages are lively and well-
illustrated. Much of the content has been sourced from worldwide news clippings, but
there are some well-written articles too.

The Januaryissue includes an account of a crop circle plus attendant lights in the sky and
even a Bigfoot - all observed in the sume general area near Pittsburgh, Rewsylvania.

D 18pp - dissues pa - $2 ea / $8 dissues - O'seas $10 - Editor : D

Bath Roblins, P O Box 43516, Richmond Heights, Ohio 44143, US A

(7 (AD (YFHZ o David Barday, the former editor of this excellent mag, has
eased himself info the executive seat while Robert Moore, one of the two admin editors,
is busy re-shaping it cosmetically, at least.

The Feb issue is dominated, somewhat, by a summation and appraisal of the '91 Crop
Circle debacle involving D & D. Robert Moore has also been busy on a new UFO
dassification system using an improved 'staggered’ matrix. It certainly appears to be
more comprehensive and flexible than that currently in use by BUFORA,

D 28pp - 6 issues pa - £1.40 ea/E8 yr - Subs: DBarclay D
46 Prospect Walk, Shipley, W Yorks EDI8 2Lk

- Stockists ofnew/used books on-

adv.
Excalibur Books the Arthurian fegend, UF0s,-

Rivenoak 1Hillside Gardens
Bangor CoDown BT19 25!
Northern Ireland

Folklore, Mythology and allied
e chlectss
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The Flying Ship Of
= 9
In %56 of the £vening Pos?,a newspaper published in the reign of Queene Anne, and dated 20-22

December 1709, we find a curious description of a Aying Shi, stated fo have lately been invented
by aBrazilian priest. .

It was brought o the notice of the King of Portugal, in lengthy ac!dress which was translated
from the Portuguese info English and published n its entirity in the Evening Post.

Here are the opening remarks :-

‘Father Bartholomew Laurent says that he has found out an inverition, by the Helo
of which one may more speedly travel through the Ar !hun any other Way either by
Sea or Land, so that one may 90 200 Mies in 24 hours.

In an explanation of the
drawing, which includes
references o the sails and
wings, the body of the araft is
actually constructed of thin
iron plates covered with straw
mats. The latter being for the
convenience of the captain and
10 or T men besides !

The two globes wisible, one of
Heaven and the other Earth,
are also of metal and serve as
a cover fo two Loadstones
placed in them upon the
pedestals o draw the Ship
after them. .

On the strange arrangement of mesh, or netting, are fixed a great meny large amber beads Vchlt!‘l-
according fo the account, "by a Secret Operation will help to keep the Ship aloft. And by the Sun's
heat the aforesid Mats that line the Ship will be drawn towards the Amber Beads.” '

Other items visible in the drawing are both a compass and a telescope. At a distance of 200 miles
in 24 hours, this would amount fo little more than 8 miles per hour and certainly no match for any
sailing ship, nor any healthy jogger. =

The writer babbles on about the glory awxiiting 'Authors of so Admirable a Machine, which so many
nations have in vein attempted,” and he seeks fo establish his position by adding, "May it please
your Majesty fo grant your humble Petitioner the Priviledge that no Person shall presume fo Use, or
make the Ship, without the Express Licence of the Pefitioner.”




oAl T FILTHY RICH
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! ' e H{ Whilst shooting et Penn, @ man ein
I F‘.O RT.... A et lledi B it
Charles |

On picking up the dead animal, he felt

A.II something hard under its skin and discovered it
g wus a 1/2 sovereign, He supposed it had been

m shot earlier by someone using 1/2 sovereigns.

[Source: Wotverhampton Chronicle 31 Oct 1853)
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HOLY MACKEREL

OnJune 23 1626, a cod-fish was brought
to Cambridge market and on being
opened was found to contain a book in
its stomach,

The book wus soiled and covered with
slime, though it had been wrapped in a
piece of sailcloth. It wus a duodecimo
work, written by one John Frith,
comprising several freatises on religious
subjects.  [Source: The Book Of Days - Yol 1)

A vampire in human form, but wearing
the mask ol acal, with the ai o
chlorform Stupifies ladies at duskin the

streets of Augsburg and cuts off their

hair, withou! doing any further mischief
[Source: Augshurgh Gezette 1857)

PAIR OF TWEBTS

AQUACKED RECORD |
hThE two sons of Mr Balchin, a o " " | | wiindingir”
shopkeeper in a village near Godaming, ¢ o\ Vg dbdioogsey.
ma pair of young birds froma goldfinch gﬁ:ﬁg " it ot

. ‘Braceborough died after :
Sadly, son Hemy died about 18 manths - residing on the farm for 60

‘years. Prior to that, the

ag0 and his bird died on the Same €2).  same bird had been in the -
Charles, the remaining son, died  possession of one John
November 26. His bird also died that ~ Smith, of Deeping, for 40 |

ears. [Source: W-S-M 2
same day [Source: Moming Advertiser Dec 11 1858) y Guzette & Gen. Advertiser 14 July 1849)
Mw ()f HP ] 'l " adeueEEE e n s Wan e SNaannsnnnted :

THE MVSTERY A8 to what became of the Ark of fhie Covenant has 1, R SRR DA
continued since ifs disappearance from Jerusalem in 650 BC. Now, author U M
Graham Hancock believes he has traced the biblical relic fo @ small fown

called Axum, in Northern Ethiopia.

In a recent CNN International TV report, Hencock said that the Ark hlAR
vanished $rom Soloman's Temple in Jerusalem and next appeared on an
island in Lake Tana, Western Ethiopia, about 450 BC. During the
intervening 200 years, he says evidence points fo it having rested in a
duplicate of the temple, built on Elephantine Island in Egypt.

At the time of the crusades. a group of knights came to Ethiopia with

the express intention of searching for and refreiving the ark. They were :
aware, among other things, that Soloman's wife, the Queen of Sheba, wus Ethiopian. Also, that

many jews had settled in the land which converted fo Christianity in the dth century.

Now, the Ethiopian Orthodox Church has stated that the gokd covered ark does indeed lie in «
sanctuary chapel af Axum. Only one guardian monk is permitted o view the Ark, reputed fo hold
the fablets of stone containing the ten commandments. e

It is considered unlikely that Ethiopiem Church representatives il ever llow the Ark fo be be
examined, or removed, from the dark room of the sanctuary.

GHOSTLY WARRIOR

CRANBOURNE CHASE IS an arca of open downland to the east of Blandford. It is a beautiful
place, very similar in character to Salisbury Plain and equally well endowed with archaeological
remairs. Besides the profusion of Brorze Age round barrows which stud #s fields there are a
number of other interesting eaxthworks,one of which is Aclling Dyke

Ackling DyKe is the Roman road that once ran between Old Sarum and Badbury Rings. It is one
of the best examples of an embanked Roman road in the country, In places the bank is over 6 ft
ligh and a few of the old Roman milestones are still to be seen on the top of it.

N earby is the haunted barrow which stands on the ridge of Bottlebush Down One winter evening
in the lale 19205 an archaeologist named Dr Clay was driving home this way from Bowmemouth
when he noticed a horseman coming towards him -.across the fields. On reaching the verge the
rider turned his mount and galloped along parallel to the car waving something threateningly in his

ight hand
z“s'l‘o his astonishment Dr Clay suddenly realized from the way the man was dressed that what he
was seeing was rot a modem horse ridex bul an ancient Briton carrying a weapon His professional
interest aroused he studied the figure intently but, to his disappointment, as the car drew level to
the barrow, the apparition vanished.

Since thal lime several people have seen the ghostly warrior. On one occasion two young girls
redurring from a dance in Cranbourne even reported him lo the police They thought he was a man
intent on molesting them.

The Strange Hum ... Gulf Breeze: photographic evidence of UFD
activity ... Com Circles - A Centrifugal Pump? ... And Mare ...
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